Sunday Evening Worship
June 30, 2019

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please feel free to stick
around after the service and ask questions about who we are and what we
do! If you would like more information, please refer to our print newsletter,
City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
You are what you eat.
- Anonymous
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – June 30, 2019
Presider: Reverend Matt Koerber

Call to Worship: Psalm 6:1-5, 9
Please stand for the call to worship if you are able.
Leader

O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your
wrath.

People

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; heal me, O
Lord, for my bones are troubled.

Leader

My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O Lord —how long?

People

Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your
steadfast love.

Leader

For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will
give you praise?

People

The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord accepts my prayer.

Prayer of Invocation

1

In Christ Alone
(Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 2001)

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand
In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
'Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live
There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the pow'r of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No pow'r of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
'Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand

2

Scripture Reading: Matthew 12:43-50
Jesus with Thy Church Abide
(Words: Thomas Pollock 1871; Music: Christopher Miner 1997)

Jesus, with Thy Church abide,
Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide,
While on earth her faith is tried:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
Bid our strife and envy cease,
Grant the lovely gift of peace:
All her dreadful sin release.
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
Keep her life and doctrine pure,
Help her, patient, to endure,
Trusting in Thy promise sure:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
May she one in doctrine be,
One in truth and charity,
Winning all to faith in Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
May she guide the poor and blind,
Seek the lost until she find,
And the broken hearted bind:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
May she thus all glorious be,
Spotless and from sin borne free,
Pure and bright, bring praise to Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
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Call to Confession: 1 John 3:4-7
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared in
order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who
abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has
either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive
you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.

Prayer of Confession
Father, you sent Jesus to give freedom to the captives. We
confess that our natural state is to live in captivity. We are
naturally enslaved to our own desires and the approval of
others. Christ has given us a new calling, a new identity and
new righteousness. But, still we find ourselves returning
to serve sin. We pray that the freedom of Christ would
increasingly rule in our lives. May we be free to live for your
glory in all things. Help us to see that all that we do and say
is before your face. Help us to live in ways that are fitting
for people who have been ransomed by the precious blood of
Jesus. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: 1 John 3:19-22
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
heart before him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him.
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Song of Renewal
Stronger
(Words & Music: Ben Fielding & Reuben Morgan 2007)

There is Love that came for us
Humbled to a sinner's cross
You broke my shame and sinfulness
You rose again victorious
Faithfulness none can deny
Through the storm and through the fire
There is truth that sets me free
Jesus Christ who lives in me
You are stronger
You are stronger
Sin is broken
You have saved me
It is written
Christ is risen
Jesus You are Lord of all
No beginning and no end
You're my hope and my defense
You came to seek and save the lost
You paid it all upon the cross
So let Your Name be lifted higher
Be lifted higher
Be lifted higher

Corporate & Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon: 2 Peter 2:1-4, 9-10a, 17-22
“Enslaved to Our Passion(s)” - Reverend Namuen Cho

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. 2And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3And in their greed they will exploit
you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and
their destruction is not asleep.
1

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into
hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until
the judgment... 9then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials,
and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,
10
and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and
despise authority.
4

T

hese are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For
them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18For,
speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of
the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in
error. 19They promise them freedom, but they themselves are
slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he
is enslaved. 20For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the
world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has
become worse for them than the first. 21For it would have been
better for them never to have known the way of righteousness
than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered to them. 22What the true proverb says has happened
to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after
washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”
Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Proverbs 26:11-12 / Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats
his folly. Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for
a fool than for him.
John 8:34 / Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
practices sin is a slave to sin.
Galatians 5:13 / For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another.
Jude 12-13 / These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you
without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by
winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; wild waves of the
sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the
gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.
Jude 16 / These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires;
they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.
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Song of Thanksgiving
Saved My Soul
(Words & Music: Dustin R. Smith, James Ferguson, & Rich Thompson 2016)

You my God have saved my soul
I am Yours forevermore
I won't be moved of this I'm sure
You are my God and You saved my soul
I was lost when You came for me
Held in chains by the enemy
But You broke them in victory
Now I'm free I am free
You’re my joy and You are my hope
I am saved by Your grace alone
I will sing of Your love for me
I am free I am free
Now I stand with the Kings of kings
He has paid for my every sin
And from now through eternity
I am free I am free
What once was dead is now alive
You gave to me the breath of life
You brought me up out from the grave
I'm bursting out with songs of praise

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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