Sunday Evening Worship
March 10, 2019

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please feel free to stick
around after the service and ask questions about who we are and what we
do! If you would like more information, please refer to our print newsletter,
City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
Called of children of the light, Christians are free. Their freedom,
however, binds them to their calling. They are free in bondage to God.
- Edmund Clowney, The Message of 1 Peter

About Us
Sunday Morning Worship Service

Church Office (Open Tues - Fri)

10:15AM
Twentieth Century Club
4201 Bigelow Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 (Oakland)

3929 Coleman St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
t: 412-720-7014
e: office@cityreformed.org
w: cityreformed.org

Sunday Evening Worship Service

Donations

6:30PM
3929 Coleman St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207 (Greenfield)

Online: cityreformed.org/give
Mail: to the Church Office address above
“Attn: Allison” (please make checks payable to
City Reformed Presbyterian Church)

Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – March 10, 2019
Presider: Elder James Miller

Call to Worship: Psalm 100
Please stand for the call to worship if you are able.
Leader

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with
gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Know that the
Lord, He is God

People

It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and
the sheep of His pasture.

Leader

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!

People

Give thanks to Him; bless his Name! For the Lord is good;
His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all
generations.

Prayer of Invocation

1

Holy Holy Holy

(Words: Reginald Heber 1826; Music: John Bacchus Dykes 1823-76)

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who was, and is, and evermore shall be.
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Scripture Reading: Romans 6:17-19

2

Jesus With Thy Church Abide

(Words: Thomas Pollock 1871; Music: Christopher Miner 1997)

Jesus, with Thy Church abide,
Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide,
While on earth her faith is tried:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
Bid our strife and envy cease,
Grant the lovely gift of peace:
All her dreadful sin release.
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
Keep her life and doctrine pure,
Help her, patient, to endure,
Trusting in Thy promise sure:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
May she one in doctrine be,
One in truth and charity,
Winning all to faith in Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
May she guide the poor and blind,
Seek the lost until she find,
And the broken hearted bind:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
May she thus all glorious be,
Spotless and from sin borne free,
Pure and bright, bring praise to Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us. (2x)
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Call to Confession: Romans 6:20-21
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the
things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is
death.

Prayer of Confession
Our great and heavenly Father, we confess that we have fallen short
of keeping your commands. We have failed to consider your laws,
often disregard them, and fall far short of keeping them. We have
not seen your law as a delight, but as a burden, and therefore have
forgotten the freedom promised to us in the gospel. We have failed
to seek you and have followed the counsel of our own wisdom. We
confess that, left to ourselves, we would rather go our own way
apart from you. Thank you for your faithfulness, for teaching us
when we do not want to learn, for watching over us when we do not
want to be seen, and for loving us when we did not love you. Thank
you, most of all, for the grace and forgiveness found in Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Romans 6:22-23
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
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Song of Renewal
I Want To Know You

(Words & Music: James Proctor, Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, & Rich Thompson 2016)

I've tried in vain a thousand ways
My fears to quell my hopes to raise
But what I need your word has said
Is ever only Jesus
You died you live you reign you plead
There's love in all your words and deeds
This weary heart finds all it needs
In ever only Jesus
I want to know you Jesus my Lord
King of the Heavens king of my soul
I trade my treasure and all my rewards
Jesus to know you then know you more
Though some should curse me for your name
I have no fear I have no shame
You stand with me for all my days
My ever only Jesus
Like wave after wave on the ocean
Like all of the sand on the shore
Your beauty and glory are endless
O Jesus I must know you more

Corporate & Pastoral Prayer

5

Sermon: 1 Peter 2:13-17
“Living As People Who Are Free” - Reverend John McCombs

B

e subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14or to governors
as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those
who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16Live
as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for
evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Romans 13:1-7 / Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been
instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who
is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he
is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out
God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to
avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For because of this you
also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue
to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom
honor is owed.
Galatians 5:1 / For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
Galatians 5:13-14 / For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.”
Titus 3:1 / Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for every good work....
1 Peter 2:11-12 / Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of
visitation.
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Song of Thanksgiving
This Is My Father's World

(Words: Maltbie D. Babcock 1901; Music: English Folk Melody)

This is my Father's world.
And to my list’ning ears,
All nature sings,
And round him rings
The music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world!
I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees,
Of skies and seas.
His hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world.
The birds their carols raise
The morning light,
The lily white,
Declare their Maker's praise
This is my Father's world!
He shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass
I hear Him pass
He speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father's world.
O let me ne'er forget.
That though the wrong
Seems oft so strong
God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father's world.
The battle has been won;
Jesus who died
Shall be satisfied,
And earth and heav'n be one.

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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