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Reflections

The greetings of the crowds signal the importance of this newcomer 
to Jerusalem and cause readers to anticipate Jesus’ victory in coming 
days. But when the crowds return, it is not to declare Jesus victorious 
but to demand his death. Even as it celebrates Jesus’ arrival in 
Jerusalem, [the Triumphal Entry] reveals the bankruptcy of humanity’s 
notions of power and victory and the true power of God.

- Walter Brueggemann

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
•	 There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service. 

•	 A Cry Room is available during the service off the foyer.

•	 Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – December 30, 2018
Presider: Elder Jim Partridge

Call to Worship: Zechariah 9:9-13
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey. 

People	 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall 
speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea,     
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

Leader	 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,     
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to 
your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will 
restore to you double.

People	 For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its 
arrow. I will stir up your sons, O Zion, against your sons, O 
Greece, and wield you like a warrior’s sword. 

Prayer of Invocation
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Hark The Herald Angels Sing  
(Words: Charles Wesley 1739; Music: Felix Mendelssohn 1840)

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King 

Come, Desire of nations, come,
Fix in us thy humble home;
Now display thy saving power,
Ruined nature now restore;
Let us Thee, though lost, regain,
Thee, the life, of mortal Man:
O! to all thyself impart,
Give to each believing heart.

Christ by highest heav’n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail th’incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth 
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Scripture Reading: John 2:18-22

God With Us 
(Words & Music: Leslie Jordan 2012)

You have come to bring peace
To be love, to be nearer to us
You have come to bring life    
To be light, to shine brighter in us.  
Oh Emmanuel, “God with us”.       

Our Deliverer, You are Savior
In Your presence we find our strength
Over everything, our redemption  
God with us, You are God with us.

You have come to be hope  
To this world for Your honor and name.
You have come to take sin  
To bear shame and to conquer the grave.
Oh Emmanuel, “God with us”.

You are here and 
You are holy 
We are standing 
In Your glory (Lord) 
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O Praise The Name (Anástasis)  
(Words & Music:  Benjamin Hastings, Dean Ussher, and Marty Sampson 2015)

I cast my mind to Calvary
Where Jesus bled and died for me
I see His wounds His hands His feet
My Saviour on that cursed tree

His body bound and drenched in tears
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb
The entrance sealed by heavy stone
Messiah still and all alone 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God
O praise His Name forevermore
For endless days we will sing Your praise
Oh Lord oh Lord our God

Then on the third at break of dawn
The Son of heaven rose again
O trampled death where is your sting
The angels roar for Christ the King

He shall return in robes of white
The blazing sun shall pierce the night
And I will rise among the saints
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face
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Call to Confession: Psalm 118:4-5, 17-18

Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” Out 
of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me 
free... I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
The Lord has disciplined me severely, but he has not given me over to 
death.

Prayer of Confession
Loving God, you rode a donkey and came in peace, humbled yourself 
and gave yourself for us. We confess our lack of humility. As you 
entered Jerusalem, the crowds shouted “Hosanna: ‘Save us now!’” 
At your crucifixion they shouted “Crucify!” We confess our praise 
is often empty; we sing “Hosanna,” but cry “Crucify!” As the crowd 
laid their palms in front of you, you took no glory for yourself. We 
confess that we want to be accepted and take the easy way. We do 
not stay true to your will.  Forgive us, Lord, because of what your 
Son has accomplished on our behalf. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 118:14, 25, 26, 29   

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation... 
Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the 
Lord... Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love 
endures forever!

Membership Vows: David Augustine

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
During this song we will pass offering bags through the congregation. We ask that our 
members and regular attendees will thoughtfully consider their contribution as an act 
of worship - a response to God’s grace in our lives. Those who are not a regular part of 
our church are not expected to participate in the offering.

Joy To The World 
(Words: Isaac Watts 1719; Music: Lowell Mason’s 1800’s adaption of George Handel’s “Messiah” 
1742)

Joy to the world! the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
Rocks, hills, and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrow grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon: John 12:9-20
Christmas 2018: Names of Jesus 
“King of Israel” - Dave Nameun Cho

When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was 
there, they came, not only on account of him but also to see 

Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests 
made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11because on account of 
him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm 
trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion;
    behold, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when 
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 
been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd 
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason 
why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done 
this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you 
are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some 
Greeks. 

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Notes



9

Additional Scripture
Genesis 49:10-11 /  The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s 
staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples. Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the 
choice vine, he has washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of 
grapes.

Isaiah 40:9-11 /  Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say 
to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord God comes with might,     
and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he 
will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

Matthew 21:6-9 /  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 
Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and 
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

Mark 9:30-32 /  They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did 
not want anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. 
And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand the 
saying, and were afraid to ask him.

Scriptural Response: Revelation 7:9-12
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
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Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

Jesus Messiah  
(Words & Music: Daniel Carson, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves, and Chris Tomlin)

He became sin who knew no sin
That we might become His righteousness
He humbled Himself and carried the cross
Love so amazing love so amazing

Jesus Messiah Name above all names
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel
The Rescue for sinners
The Ransom from heaven
Jesus Messiah Lord of all

His body the bread, His blood the wine
Broken and poured out all for love
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn
Love so amazing love so amazing

All our hope is in You
All our hope is in You
All the glory to You God
The Light of the world
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Go Tell It On The Mountain 
(Words & Music: African-American Spiritual)

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light.

The shepherds feared and trembled, 
When lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angels chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born 
And brought us God’s salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. 

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service: Reverend John McCombs will preach “Life 
in the Spirit” on Acts 2:41-47.


