Sunday Evening Service
December 29, 2019

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please feel free to stick
around after the service and ask questions about who we are and what we
do! If you would like more information, please refer to our print newsletter,
City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
“Aslan is a lion - the Lion, the great Lion."
"Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he - quite safe? I
shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion"
..."Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe? 'Course
he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”
- C.S. Lewis, "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe"
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – December 29, 2019
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them
has light shone…

People

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Leader

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.

People

The zeal of the L ord of hosts will do this.

Prayer of Invocation
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What Child Is This
(Words: William C. Dix 1860's; Music: 16th Century English Ballad)

What Child is this who, laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh,
Come peasant, king to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise a song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy for Christ is born,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
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10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)
(Words & Music: Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman)

Bless the Lord O my soul
O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before
O my soul
I'll worship His holy name
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Catechism Readings: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q. 26. How does Christ carry out the office of a king?
A. Christ carries out the office of a king in subduing us to
himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and
conquering all his and our enemies.
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Call to Confession: Matthew 11:25a, 28-30
At that time Jesus declared, "...Come to me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

Prayer of Confession: Adapted from “Resting on God”, The
Valley of Vision

O God most high and most glorious, you are forever at perfect
peace. We need to see your greatness, because we are toiling,
troubled and distressed. You have no fear of completing
your perfect plans for your power knows no limit and your
goodness is not stained. You bring order out of chaos and
victory where I am defeated. You are the Lord God and you
reign in absolute power. We come to you as sinners with cares
and sorrows, leaving every concern entirely with you—every
sin calling for Christ’s precious blood. Revive deep spirituality
in our hearts and keep us from deception. Let us live near
our great shepherd, hearing his voice, following his call and
knowing his peace. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Colossians 1:12-14
[Give] thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We do not take a formal offering in our evening service. If you feel led to contribute as
an act of worship, an offering box is available in the back corner of the sanctuary.

How Deep the Father's Love for Us
(Words & Music: Stuart Townend 1995)

How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That he should give his only Son
To make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns his face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.
Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders;
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart,
His wounds have paid my ransom.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart,
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon: 2 Timothy 4:6-22
"Jesus as King: A Friend in Dark Places”
- Reverend Matt Koerber

F

or I am already being poured out as a drink offering,
and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award
to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have
loved his appearing.
Do your best to come to me soon. 10For Demas, in love with
this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica.
Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11Luke alone
is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very
useful to me for ministry. 12Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.
13
When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus
at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments.
14
Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will
repay him according to his deeds. 15Beware of him yourself,
for he strongly opposed our message. 16At my first defense
no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not
be charged against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and
strengthened me, so that through me the message might be
fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was
rescued from the lion's mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me
from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
9

Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.
Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left Trophimus, who was
ill, at Miletus. 21Do your best to come before winter. Eubulus
sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia
19
20
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and all the brothers. 22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be
with you.
Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Matt.hew 28:18-20 / And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
Philippians 2:9-11 / Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
2 Timothy 1:2 / To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Song of Thanksgiving
O Worship The King
(Words: Robert Grant 1833; Music: Johann Haydn 1700's)

O worship the King all glorious above
And gratefully sing His power and His love
Our Shield and Defender the Ancient of Days
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise
O tell of His might O sing of His grace
Whose robe is the light whose canopy space
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite
It breathes in the air it shines in the light
It streams from the hills it descends to the plain
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain
Frail children of dust and feeble as frail
In Thee do we trust nor find Thee to fail
Thy mercies how tender how firm to the end
Our Maker Defender Redeemer and Friend
O measureless might ineffable love
While angels delight to worship Thee above
The humbler creation though feeble their ways
With true adoration shall all sing Thy praise

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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