Sunday Morning Worship
November 18, 2018

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with
the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the
speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in
your own eye?
- Jesus (Gospel of Matthew, chapter 7 verses 2-3)

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and
children’s programs.
•

There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service.

•

A Cry Room is available during the service off the foyer.

•

During the service, children 4 – 7 have the option to be dismissed to attend
Children’s Church.

•

Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.

Worship Service
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Call to Worship: 2 Corinthians 3:17-4:1
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom.

People

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another.

Leader

For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

People

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do
not lose heart.

Prayer of Invocation

1

Rising Sun

(Words & Music: Leslie Jordan, Kyle Lee, and David Leonard 2012)

Praise Him all you sinners
Sing oh sing you weary
Oh praise Him all you children of God
We lift high His glory
Shown throughout our stories
We praise Him as the children of God
Our great Redeemer glorious Savior
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Light of the morning You shine forever
Your Name is higher than the rising sun
Jesus you’re greater than the rising sun
Praise His Name forever
Speak it loud and clear now
Oh praise Him all you children of God

Great Are You Lord

(Words & Music: Leslie Jordan & David Leonard 2012)

You give life You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope You restore
Ev’ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord
It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only
And all the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing
Great are You Lord

Scripture Reading: Psalm 18:25-30
2

Psalm 51 - God Be Merciful To Me

(Words: Richard Redhead 1912; Music: Christopher Miner 1997)

God, be merciful to me,
On Thy grace I rest my plea;
Plenteous in compassion Thou,
Blot out my transgressions now;
Wash me, make me pure within,
Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.
My transgressions I confess,
Grief and guilt my soul oppress;
I have sinned against Thy grace
And provoked Thee to Thy face;
I confess Thy judgment just.
Speechless, I Thy mercy trust.
I am evil, born in sin;
Thou desirest truth within.
Thou alone my Savior art,
Teach Thy wisdom to my heart;
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow,
Wash me whiter than the snow.
Broken, humbled to the dust
By Thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice
And in gladness hear Thy voice;
From my sins O hide Thy face,
Blot them out in boundless grace.
Gracious God, my heart renew,
Make my spirit right and true.
Cast me not away from Thee,
Let Thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation’s joy impart,
Steadfast make my willing heart.
Sinners then shall learn from me,
And return, O God, to Thee.
Savior, all my guilt remove,
And my tongue shall sing Thy love.
Touch my silent lips, O Lord,
And my mouth shall praise accord.
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Call to Confession: James 2:4, Galatians 5:25-26
Have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become
judges with evil thoughts? …If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in
step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another,
envying one another.

Prayer of Confession
Father, you call us to love our neighbor as ourselves. But we confess
that we are quick to judge our neighbors. We fail to extend to
them the same grace that we desperately desire from you. We are
conceited and envious, quick to judge and provoke our neighbors.
Forgive us.
Please renew our vision of your grace and mercy, so that we can be
merciful to others around us. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 5:14-15,21
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that
one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that
those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised… For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Membership Vows: Wesley Jernigan
Corporate Prayer

4

Song of Renewal
During this song we will pass offering bags through the congregation. We ask that our
members and regular attendees will thoughtfully consider their contribution as an act
of worship - a response to God’s grace in our lives. Those who are not a regular part of
our church are not expected to participate in the offering.

Jesus What A Friend For Sinners

(Lyrics: J. Wilbur Chapman 1910; Melody: Rowland Hugh Prichard 1811; Arrangement: Daniel
Snoke 2017)

Jesus! What a friend for sinners!
Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me,
He, my Savior, makes me whole.
Jesus! What a strength in weakness!
Let me hide myself in Him.
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing,
He, my strength, my victory wins.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a friend!
Saving, helping, keeping, loving,
He is with me to the end.
Jesus! What a help in sorrow!
While the billows o’er me roll,
Even when my heart is breaking,
He, my comfort, helps my soul.
Jesus, what a guide and keeper!
While the tempest still is high,
Storms about me, night has found me,
He my pilot, hears my cry.
Jesus! I do now receive Him,
More than all in Him I find.
He hath granted me forgiveness,
I am His, and He is mine.

Pastoral Prayer

At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s
Church. The leaders will bring the children to children’s church and then back to the
worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon: James 2:1-13
Wisdom for Life from the Book of James
“Partiality Part 2: Mercy and Judgment” - Reverend Matthew Koerber

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory. 2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing
also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine
clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4have you
not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those
who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom,
which he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored
the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones
who drag you into court? 7Are they not the ones who blaspheme the
honorable name by which you were called?
1

I

f you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9But if
you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by
the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but
fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11For he who said,
“Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not
commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of
the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under
the law of liberty. 13For judgment is without mercy to one who has
shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Notes
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Additional Scripture
I Corinthians 4:5 / Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time,
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive
his commendation from God.
2 Corinthians 5:10 / For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the
body, whether good or evil.

Creedal Response: Heidelberg Catechism (in reference to the
Lord’s Prayer)

Q126. What is the fifth petition?
A. Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
That is:
For the sake of Christ’s blood,
do not impute to us,
wretched sinners,
any of our transgressions,
nor the evil which still clings to us,
as we also find this evidence of your grace in us
that we are fully determined
wholeheartedly to forgive our neighbor.
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Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

Laden With Guilt

(Music: Sandra McCracken 2001; Words: Isaac Watts 1766)

Laden with guilt and full of fears,
I fly to thee my Lord.
And not a glimpse of hope appears,
But in thy written word
The volumes of my Father’s grace,
Does all my griefs assuage.
Here I behold my Savior’s face,
In every page.
This is the field where hidden lies
The pearl of price unknown.
That merchant is divinely wise,
Who makes the pearl his own.
Here consecrated water flows,
To quench my thirst of sin;
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows,
No danger dwells within.
This is the judge that ends the strife,
Where wit and reason fail.
My guide to everlasting life,
Through all this gloomy vale.
Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,
Nor I forsake the happy road
That leads to thy right hand.
Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,
Nor I forsake the happy road
That leads to thy right hand.
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What The Lord Has Done In Me
(Words & Music: Reuben Morgan 1998)

Let the weak say I am strong
Let the poor say I am rich
Let the blind say I can see
It’s what the Lord has done in me
Hosanna hosanna
To the Lamb that was slain
Hosanna hosanna
Jesus died and rose again
Into the river I will wade
There my sins are washed away
From the heaven’s mercy stream
Of the Saviour’s love for me
I will rise from waters deep
Into the saving arms of God
I will sing salvation songs
Jesus Christ has set me free
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Prayer
Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children
from nursery.

Benediction
Tonight’s Evening Service: Dave Namuen Cho will be preaching ”Joy
Amidst Anxiety” on Philippians 4:4-7. Communion will be served this
evening.
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