Sunday Evening Service
November 10, 2019

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please feel free to stick
around after the service and ask questions about who we are and what we
do! If you would like more information, please refer to our print newsletter,
City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
Out of the cross comes the resurrection. Out of weakness comes real
strength.
- Timothy Keller
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – November 10, 2019
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: Isaiah 43:1-4a
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

But now thus says the L ord, he who created you, O
Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.

People

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.

Leader

For I am the L ord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in
exchange for you.

People

Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and
I love you..."

Prayer of Invocation

1

Psalm 34 | Taste and See
(Words & Music: Joe Rigney & Shane Barnard)

I sought the Lord and He answered me
And delivered me from ev’ry fear
Those who look on Him are radiant
They’ll never be ashamed
They’ll never be ashamed
This poor man cried and the Lord heard me
And saved me from my enemies
The Son of God surrounds His saints
He will deliver them
He will deliver them
Magnify the Lord with me
Come exalt His name together
Glorify the Lord with me
Come exalt His name forever
O taste and see that the Lord is good
O blessed is he who hides in Him
O fear the Lord O all you saints
He’ll give you ev’rything
He’ll give you ev’rything
Let us bless the Lord
Ev’ry day and night
Never ending praise
May our incense rise

2

Nothing But The Blood
(Words & Music: Robert Lowry 1876; Arrangement: Daniel Justice Snoke 2017)

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
For my cleansing this I see,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
For my pardon this my plea,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
O precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Nothing can for sin atone,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Not of good that I have done,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
This is all my hope and peace,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
This is all my righteousness,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Catechism Reading: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q 11. What are God's works of providence?
A. God’s works of providence are his most holy, wise and
powerful acts of preserving and governing all his creatures
and all their actions.
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Call to Confession: Philippians 4:10-13
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you
had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for
I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know
how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God and heavenly Father, we confess that we are
often fickle creatures, finding contentedness only when our
circumstances are favorable. In difficulty, in trial, and in want,
we quickly grow angry, short-tempered, and discontent. Our
faith wains and waxes with our emotions and circumstances;
Father this ought not to be so. Lead us and establish us in the
solid rock of Christ, that regardless of plenty or want, we may
find our satisfaction in you. Teach us, that your power is made
perfect in weakness. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Philippians 3:7-11
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that
which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We do not take a formal offering in our evening service. If you feel led to contribute as
an act of worship, an offering box is available in the back corner of the sanctuary.

Eternal Weight of Glory
(Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough 2013)

Now the days and hours and moments
Of our suff’ring seem so long;
And the toilsome wait and wond’ring
Threaten silence to our song.
Now our pain is real and pressing
Where our faith is thin and weak,
But our hope is set on Jesus;
And we cling to him, our strength.
For behold! I tell a myst’ry:
At the trumpet sound we’ll wake
“Death is swallowed up in vict’ry!”
When we meet our King of Grace
Every year we thought was wasted
Every night we cried “How long?”
All will be a passing moment
In our Savior’s vict’ry song.
Oh eternal weight of glory!
Oh inheritance divine!
We will see our Lord redeeming
Every past and future time.
All our pains will be transfigured,
Like the scars of Christ our Lord.
We will see the weight of glory,
And our broken years restored.
We will see our wounded Savior.
We’ll behold him face to face;
And we’ll hear our anguished stories
Sung as vict’ry songs of grace.

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10
"When I Am Weak” - Reverend Joseph Bianco

I

must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained
by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.
2
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the
body I do not know, God knows. 3And I know that this man
was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of
the body I do not know, God knows— 4and he heard things
that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5On behalf of
this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast,
except of my weaknesses— 6though if I should wish to boast,
I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth;
but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me
than he sees in me or hears from me. 7So to keep me from
becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.
8
Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should
leave me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. 10For the sake of Christ, then, I
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions,
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

6

Additional Scripture
Jeremiah 9:23 / Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his
wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast
in his riches..."
Matthew 6:24 / “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money."
Luke 9:25 / For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses
or forfeits himself?
Acts 9:22-26 / But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. When many
days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to
Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, but his
disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall,
lowering him in a basket. And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted
to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe
that he was a disciple.
Acts 23:11 / The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage,
for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must
testify also in Rome.”
Philippians 3:10 / ...that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death...
1 Peter 4:13 / But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may
also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
2 Peter 1:3 / His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory
and excellence...
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Song of Thanksgiving
Psalm 9 | Hope of the Poor
(Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough 2015)

The Lord is a home for all the oppressed
In times of trouble and need.
To all who will come and trust in His name,
A refuge and strength He will be.
The needy will not be forsaken,
And the hope of the poor will not die;
For God who is mighty in judgment
Does not forget their cry!
Arise, O my Lord and answer my call;
My heart cries out to be heard!
I’ve no other hope than your gracious love;
I trust and cling to your word.
The
The
The
The

Lord
Lord
Lord
Lord

has
has
has
has

heard our cry!
heard our cry!
not forsaken us;
heard our cry!

So sing out to God who sits on the throne,
Proclaim his marvelous ways!
Our rescue has come! For all he has done,
We offer our lives in praise!
The Lord has heard our cry!
The Lord has heard our cry!

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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