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Reflections

Jesus’ crucifixion turns history upside down… If Jesus’ identification with 
others goes to this furthest extreme of degradation, then it encompasses 
all people… In a sense what happens at the cross is the collapsing of the 
whole social spectrum into its lowest point. For this outcast is the king. 
This king comes into his kingdom not by stepping into the highest place 
but by self-degradation to the lowest.

- Richard Bauckham, “The Gospels as Histories”

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
• There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service.

• Cry Room space is available during the service off the foyer and Board Room. 

• Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.

• During the sermon, children 4 – 7 are invited to continue their worship at 
Children’s Church.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – October 13, 2019
Presider: Reverend Derek Bates

Call to Worship: 1 Peter 1:3-8
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

People According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Leader To an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials,

People So that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Leader Though you have not seen him, you love him.

People Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory... 

Prayer of Invocation
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Your Grace Is Enough
(Words & Music: Matt Maher 2003)

Great is Your faithfulness O God of Jacob
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart
You lead us by still waters into mercy
Where nothing can keep us apart

So remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise O God

For Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob
You use the weak to lead the strong
You lead us in the song of Your salvation
And all Your people sing along
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
(Words & Music: Martin Luther 1529)

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper he amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great,
And armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side,
The man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabbaoth, his name,
From age to age the same,
And he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim,
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,
No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours,
Through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go,
This mortal life also;
The body they may kill;
God's truth abideth still;
His kingdom is forever.
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Scripture Reading: Psalm 46

Sweet Comfort
(Words & Music: Latifah Phillips and Sandra McCracken)

Whatever my God ordains is right
His holy will abides
I will be still whatever He does
And follow where He guides

Sweet comfort sweet comfort
Yet shall fill my heart
Sweet comfort sweet comfort
Sorrow shall depart

Whatever my God ordains is right
He makes my feet to stand
Though sorrow need or death be mine
He holds me in His hand

This bitter cup I take it
My fainting heart restored
So here I stand unshaken
I trust upon the Lord

He is my God though dark my road
He holds me I shall not fall
Whatever my God ordains is right
To Him I leave it all
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Call to Confession: Hebrews 4:14-16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Prayer of Confession
Father, you are all wise, all loving and all powerful. And yet we 
have to confess that suffering causes us to doubt. You tell us 
that you work for the good in all things. But we confess that 
our vision gets small when we face trials. You tell us that your 
hand is at work in hardship – shaping us to be like Christ. Yet 
we struggle to pick up our cross and follow him. 
Give us grace to see your love and power with new eyes. Help 
us to see the false idols that we trust and help us to turn from 
them. Cause us to see Jesus the man of sorrows who suffered 
with us and for us. To him be the glory. Amen.  

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 10:12, 14

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God… For by a single offering 
he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.  

Membership Vows: Ian Nelson
John & Lauren Porter

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
As offering bags are passed, we ask that members and regular attendees consider 
contributing as an act of worship. Those who are not a regular part of our church are 
not expected to participate.

His Mercy Is More
(Words & Music: Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 2016)

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment His life was the cost
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Pastoral Prayer
At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s 
Church. The leaders will bring the children to children’s church and then back to the 
worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon:  Matthew 2:13-23
The Gospel of Matthew Part 1: The Promised King 

“The Suffering King” - Reverend Matt Koerber

12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way.

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him." 14And he rose and took the child and his mother 
by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son." 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the 
wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the 
male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18"A voice was heard in 
Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no 
more." 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, "Rise, take the child 
and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
sought the child's life are dead." 21And he rose and took the 
child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in 

(continued on next page)
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place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 
23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what 
was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would 
be called a Nazarene. 

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Isaiah 11:1 /  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and 
a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

Isaiah 53:1-5 /  Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before 
him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form 
or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should 
desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for 
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed. 

Jeremiah 31:14-15 /  "I will feast the soul of the priests with abundance, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, declares the Lord."  
Thus says the Lord: "A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted 
for her children, because they are no more." 

Hosea 11:1 /  When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son. 

Philippians 3:10-11 /  ...that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  
that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Creedal Response: Heidelberg Catechism
Q1. What is your only comfort in life and death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both 

in life and in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He 
has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and 
has set me free from all the power of the devil. He also 
preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all 
things must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy 
Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily 
willing and ready from now on to live for Him.
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Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

Who Is This So Weak and Helpless    
(Words: William W. How 1867; Music: Christopher Miner 1997)

Who is this, so weak and helpless,
Child of lowly Hebrew maid,
Rudely in a stable sheltered,
Coldly in a manger laid?
’Tis the Lord of all creation,
Who this wondrous path has trod;
He is Lord from everlast—ing,
And to everlasting God.

Who is this, a Man of Sorrows,
Walking sadly life’s hard way,
Homeless, weary, sighing, weeping
Over sin and Satan’s sway?
’Tis our God, our glorious Savior,
Who above the starry sky
Is for us a place prepar—ing,
Where no tear can dim the eye.

Who is this? Behold him shedding
Drops of blood upon the ground!
Who is this, despised, rejected,
Mocked, insulted, beaten, bound?
’Tis our God, Who gifts and graces
On His church is pouring down;
Who shall smite in holy ven—geance
All His foes beneath His throne.

Who is this that hangs there dying
While the rude world scoffs and scorns,
Numbered with the malefactors,
Torn with nails, and crowned with thorns?
’Tis our God Who lives forever
’Mid the shining ones on high,
In the glorious golden ci—ty,
Reigning everlastingly.
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How Firm a Foundation   
(Words: R. Keene & George Keith 1787; Melody: American Folk Arrangement: Daniel 
Snoke 2018)

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall My strength ever be.

"Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed!
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand."

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow,
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply,
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine."

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I will never, no, never, no, never forsake."

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service: Mitch Tepper from Christian Witness to Israel 
will be preaching “The Believers Roman Road” on Romans 1:16, 9:3, 11:11.


