
Sunday Evening Service 
September 24, 2023

“Love of man and love of God must ever go hand in hand..”
– William Barclay
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – September 24, 2023
Presider:  Elder David Snoke

Call to Worship: Isaiah 35:1-7
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly 
and rejoice with joy and singing.

People The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. 

Leader Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say 
to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, 
your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of 
God. He will come and save you.”

People Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped;

Leader Then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert;

People The burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

Prayer of Invocation 
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Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Trinity Hymnal #345

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
he whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode:
on the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove;
who can faint, while such a river
ever flows their thirst t'assuage?–
grace which, like the Lord, the giver,
never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hov'ring,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov'ring,
showing that the Lord is near:
thus deriving from their banner
light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which he gives them when they pray.

Savior, if of Zion's city
I, through grace, a member am,
let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name:
fading is the worldling's pleasure,
all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasure
none but Zion's children know.
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It Is Well With My Soul
Trinity Hymnal #691

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."
It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul.
It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

My sin– O the bliss of this glorious thought!–
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

O Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
"Even so"– it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Call to Confession: John 19:13-16

So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, 
and in Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of 
the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, 
“Behold your King!” They cried out, “Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” 
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he 
delivered him over to them to be crucified.



5

Prayer of Confession: 
Gracious heavenly Father, even as these ancient people called 
for your crucifixion, we too have blood on our hands. By our 
sin and our rebellion, Jesus your only Son, had to pay the cost 
of our sins. Forgive us for taking our sins too lightly. Forgive 
us for forgetting the great cost. Forgive us for ever having de-
nied you, for hiding ourselves publicly, or for not speaking up 
for our faith in Jesus. Give us boldness to proclaim the gospel 
in all places. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Peter 1:17-19

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according 
to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 
15207).

O Sacred Head Now Wounded
Trinity Hymnal #247

O sacred Head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down;
now scornfully surrounded
with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred Head, what glory,
what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call thee mine.

(continued on next page)
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What thou, my Lord, hast suffered
was all for sinners' gain:
mine, mine was the transgression,
but thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
'Tis I deserve thy place;
look on me with thy favor,
vouchsafe to me thy grace.

What language shall I borrow
to thank thee, dearest Friend,
for this, thy dying sorrow,
thy pity without end?
O make me thine forever;
and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love to thee.

Scripture & Homily: Acts 3:1-16
"Healing of a Lame Man at the Beautiful Gate"

- Reverend Joseph Bianco

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the 
hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a man lame from 

birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of 
the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of 
those entering the temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4And Peter directed 
his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5And he 
fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something 
from them. 6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7And he took him by the right 
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong. 8And leaping up, he stood and began to 
walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping 
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and praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God, 10and recognized him as the one who sat at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 
him.
11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly 
astounded, ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon's. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have 
made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But 
you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made 
this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that 
is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the 
presence of you all.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Matthew 22:32 / "‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.”

John 1:12 / But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God ...

1 Peter 1:20-21 / He was foreknown before the foundation of the world 
but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through 
him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
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Song of Thanksgiving

To God Be The Glory
Trinity Hymnal #55

To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that we may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he has done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To ev'ry believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

Benediction
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