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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – August 13, 2023
Presider: Reverend Matt Koerber

Call to Worship: Psalm 91:1-4, 9-10
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the 
shadow of the Almighty.

People I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in 
whom I trust.”

Leader For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the 
deadly pestilence.

People He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you 
will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler....

Leader Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—the Most 
High, who is my refuge—

People [N]o evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near 
your tent.

Prayer of Invocation 
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Arise My Soul Arise
(Words: Charles Wesley 1742; Music: Kevin Twit 1996)

Arise my soul, arise,
Shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding sacrifice
On my behalf appears.
Before the throne my surety stands,
Before the throne my surety stands,
My name is written on his hands.

He ever lives above,
For me to intercede.
His all redeeming love,
His precious blood to plead.
His blood atoned for every race,
His blood atoned for every race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace.

Arise      Echo: Arise
Arise      Echo: Arise
Arise      All: Arise my soul, arise
(Repeat)
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.

Five bleeding wounds he bears,
Received on Calvary.
They pour effectual prayers,
They strongly plead for me.
Forgive him, O forgive they cry.
Forgive him, O forgive they cry,
Don't let that ransomed sinner die.

My God is reconciled,
His pardoning voice I hear;
He owns me for his child,
I can no longer fear;
With confidence I now draw nigh,
With confidence I now draw nigh,
And "Father, Abba, Father!" cry.
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Heal Us Emmanuel
(Words: William Cowper 1779; Music: Kevin Twit, Lucas Morton 2015)

Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are 
We long to feel Thy touch 
Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly 
O Savior hear our cry

Our faith is feeble, we confess 
We faintly trust Thy word 
But will You pity us the less? 
Be that far from You Lord!

Remember him who once applied 
With trembling for relief 
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried 
“O help my unbelief!"

She, too, who touched you in the press 
And healing virtue stole 
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace 
Thy faith has made you whole.”

Like her, with hopes and fears we come 
To touch You if we may 
O send us not despairing home 
Send none unhealed away
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Call to Confession:  Psalm 51:1-2

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin!

Prayer of Confession
Lord, we pray that you would grant to us repentance. Forgive 
us for presuming that we can repent whenever we wish, and so 
linger in sin. Our hearts are cold without your grace to revive 
us; we cannot even desire to repent without the work of your 
Spirit. Grant that we may come to love what is good and pure 
and holy, and that we may hate what is evil as you do. Come 
Holy Spirit, to lead us to what changes you would bring in our 
lives. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 51:10-12

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 
uphold me with a willing spirit.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 

15207).

Poor Sinner Dejected with Fear
(Words: William Gadsby; Music: Katy Bowser & Matthew Perryman Jones 2001)

Poor sinner, dejected with fear, 
Unbosom thy mind to the Lamb; 
No wrath on His brow He does wear, 
Nor will He poor mourners condemn; 
His arm of omnipotent grace 
Is able and willing to save; 
A sweet and a permanent peace 
He’ll freely and faithfully give.

Come just as thou art, with thy woe, 
Fall down at the feet of the Lamb; 
He will not, He cannot say, “Go”, 
But surely will take out thy stain 
A fountain is opened for sin, 
And thousands its virtues have proved 
He’ll take thee, and plunge thee therein, 
And wash thee from filth in His blood.

The soul that on Jesus relies, 
He’ll never, no never deceive; 
He freely and faithfully gives 
More blessings than we can conceive; 
Yea, down to old age He will keep, 
Nor will He forsake us at last; 
He knows and is known by His sheep; 
They’re His, and He will hold them fast.
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Scripture & Homily: Psalm 32
"True Repentance, True Forgiveness"

- Dr. Seulgi Byun

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
  whose sin is covered.

2Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity,
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

5I acknowledged my sin to you,
    and I did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
    and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

6Therefore let everyone who is godly
    offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,
    they shall not reach him.
7You are a hiding place for me;
    you preserve me from trouble;
    you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
9Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
    which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
    or it will not stay near you.

10Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord.

11Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous,
    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 
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Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Romans 4:6-8 / [J]ust as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those 
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is 
the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

1 John 1:6-10 / If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Song of Thanksgiving
His Mercy Is More
(Words & Music: Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 2016)

What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Praise the Lord 
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Benediction


