Sunday Morning Worship
July 26, 2020

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you would like more
information, please contact us at office@cityreformed.org or visit our
website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow, it empties today of its
strength.
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.
If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be
depressed. If you look at God you'll be at rest.
Hold everything in your hands lightly, otherwise it hurts when God pries
your fingers open.
- Corrie ten Boom, Dutch Christian survivor of the Nazi death camps
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – July 26, 2020
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: Psalm 27:1-4, 8, 13-14
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

The L ord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

People

The L ord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid?

Leader

When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my
adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not
fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.

People

One thing have I asked of the L ord, that will I seek
after: that I may dwell in the house of the L ord all the
days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the L ord
and to inquire in his temple....

Leader

You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your
face, L ord, do I seek."

People

I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the L ord
in the land of the living! Wait for the L ord ; be strong,
and let your heart take courage; wait for the L ord !

Prayer of Invocation
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Psalm 27 | The Everlasting
(Words & Music: Fellowship Church 2010)

The Lord is my light and salvation
Whom shall I fear of whom shall I be afraid
The Lord is the strength of my life
Whom shall I fear of whom shall I be afraid
I will wait for you I will wait for you
I will wait for you I will wait for you
I
I
I
I

will
will
will
will

remain confident in this
see the goodness of the Lord
remain confident in this
see the goodness of the Lord

We set our hope on You
We set our hope on Your love
We set our hope on the Lord
Who is the everlasting God
You are the everlasting God

Psalm 24 | We Long to See You
(Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough 2015)

Almighty God, we long to see you.
Open our hearts and make them pure.
Spirit, we wash our hands in mercy.
Come teach our souls to love your truth.

2

Call to Confession: 2 Timothy 1:7
[F]or God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and
self-control.

Prayer of Confession
Father, we confess to you that we have often set our sights
too low. We have focused on money, entertaining ourselves,
and avoiding pain. Like animals reacting to stimuli, we have
often reacted to our passions and anger and pleasures without
thought. Like mice, we have scurried in fear before the powers
of this world.
Lord, lift up our eyes. We were made in your image, for
something far greater. Your kingdom is an eternal and glorious
kingdom, populated by people from every language, and tribe
and nation. You have planned all history to culminate in your
glorious city, the New Jerusalem, and we play a role in that
story. All creation cries out to praise you, the Holy One.
Change us, O Lord, to remember that our citizenship is in
heaven and we are not mere animals or slaves of this world,
for you have redeemed us through the blood of your Son. We
praise you, for you alone are worthy for us to fix our eyes on.
Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: 2 Timothy 1:8-10
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord,
nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by
the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling,
not because of our works but because of his own purpose and
grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,
and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes and offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St.,
15207).

All Things New
(Words: Horatius Bonar 1779; Music: Clint Wells 2009)

Come Lord and tarry not
Bring the long-looked-for day
O why these years of waiting here
These ages of delay?
Come for your saints still wait
Daily ascends their sigh
The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come;"
Do you not hear our cry?
O come and make all things new
Come and make all things new
Come and make all things new
Build up this broken earth
Come and make all things new
All things new
Come for creation groans
Impatient while you stay
Worn out in labor pains of hope
Still bound by earth’s decay
Come for love waxes cold
Its steps are faint and slow
Our faith is pressed by unbelief
Hope's lamp burns dim and low

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon:

Matthew 10:16-33

“Do Not Fear” - David Snoke

“B

ehold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.
17
Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and
flog you in their synagogues, 18and you will be dragged before
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before
them and the Gentiles. 19When they deliver you over, do not
be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for
what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20For it
is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you. 21Brother will deliver brother over to death, and
the father his child, and children will rise against parents
and have them put to death, 22and you will be hated by all
for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the
next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his
master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher,
and the servant like his master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign
those of his household.
24

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will
not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What
I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear
whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear
him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall
26

(continued on next page)
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to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs
of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you
are of more value than many sparrows. 32So everyone who
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before
my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before
men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.
Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Psalm 49:5-7, 14-15 / Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the
iniquity of those who cheat me surrounds me, those who trust in their
wealth and boast of the abundance of their riches? Truly no man can
ransom another, or give to God the price of his life... Like sheep they are
appointed for Sheol; death shall be their shepherd, and the upright shall
rule over them in the morning. Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with
no place to dwell. But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me.
Proverbs 1:7 / The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools
despise wisdom and instruction.
Proverbs 29:25 / The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the
Lord is safe.
Matthew 6:25-32 / “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what
you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you,
O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all."
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Creedal Response: Westminster Confession of Faith 13.1a, 3
Those who are at one time effectively called and regenerated,
having a new heart and a new spirit created in them, are
further sanctified, really and personally, through the virtue
of Christ’s death and resurrection, by his Word and Spirit
dwelling in them. The dominion of the whole body of sin is
destroyed, and the various lusts of it are weakened and put
to death more and more…. In this war, although the remaining
corruption may prevail for a time, yet through the continual
supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the
regenerate part of the person wins, so that the saints grow in
grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

How Firm a Foundation
(Words: R. Keene & George Keith 1787; Melody: American Folk)

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
"Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed!
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand."
"When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow,
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."
"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply,
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine."
"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I will never, no, never, no, never forsake."
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Solid Rock (My Hope Is Built)
(Words: Edward Mote 1834; Music: William Batchelder Bradbury 1863)

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus’ Name
When darkness veils His lovely face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
On Christ the solid Rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand
His oath His covenant His blood
Support me in the whelming flood
When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my Hope and Stay
When He shall come with trumpet sound
O may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
If you would like to contact a pastor, please email joseph@cityreformed.org.

Life Together
Additional detail can be found on: cityreformed.org/events.
Children's Ministry Event:
Family Summer Fun Picnic
Sat 8/1 @11AM-1PM
Oval Shelter, Schenley Park

Outdoor socially distanced BYOpicnic with kids'
activities and Kona Ice Truck! Picnic GUIDELINES on
cityreformed.org/events. First 50 to RSVP Attend!
You MUST RSVP to Charis@cityreformed.org.
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Attending AM Service @
WT "In-Person"

Sign up by contacting Sol@cityreformed.org.

Agora Forum
Mon 7/27 @ 7PM
tinyurl.com/CRPCAgora

Join the discussion on the nature of Christian
worship—what is it? What does the Bible tell us
about it? Contact Kathryn (klclaudy@gmail.com).

Wednesday Morning
Prayer @ 8:30AM
tinyurl.com/CRPCpray

We invite you to join others in the church to pray
for the needs of our community and world. Feel free
to send prayer requests to prayer@cityreformed.org.

Garage Giveaway - a New
Way
Welcoming International
Students with PRISM

Although not holding the usual large event, still
collecting select items (8/1-4). For details, visit
pghcommission.org/garage-giveaway. Consider
being Welcome Specialists by connecting with int'l
students to go shopping for necessary items or to
tour Pittsburgh together.
Contact Susannah (sclarke.prism@gmail.com).

Volunteer Babysitting:
Serve & Connect with Our
Church Families!

If interested in volunteering, complete
NEW *WORKING* LINK: tinyurl.com/
CityBABYSIT. Parents: If you have a need for
childcare, contact Becki (becki@cityreformed.org)..

Caring for Each Other and
the Deacon's List

Please update the deacons if you have needs or if
you have abilities and resources to share with
others. Contact Nik Melchior (nik@alum.wustl.edu)
or any of the deacons.

Make Connections via
Online Media

As the Covid-19 restrictions limit our ability to
connect with other people, we need to work harder
to develop healthy relationships through alternative
means.
•
To learn more about community groups (CGs)
contact Joseph (joseph@cityreformed.org)
•
To learn about how to connect with other
women in the church (including small groups or
CGs) contact Sandy (sandy@cityreformed.org)
•
To learn about men's discipleship programs
contact Jim (partridge.je6@gmail.com).

Pastoral Devotionals
tinyurl.com/
CRPCPastorJoseph

Join Pastor Joseph online for encouragement while
we are in our homes and away from each other.

Community Groups meet for Bible study, fellowship, and service, and
are some of the best opportunities to connect with church life - always open
for visitors throughout the year. Please contact Pastor Joseph Bianco (joseph@
cityreformed.org) with any questions, and for a listing of current groups, refer to:
•
cityreformed.org/community-groups
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Welcome to
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we
would love to meet you! And, if you would like more information about our
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please fill out the visitor’s card
below or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Visitor’s Card
We would love to get to know you. Please contact us at
office@cityreformed.org with the following information.
Name:
Email:
Phone:
Date:

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request, we will pray for you. Please send prayer
requests to Pastor Joseph through prayer@cityreformed.org.

CCLI License #2473859
All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

