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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – July 16, 2023
Presider: Elder Joe Stehle

Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-7
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation!

People Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make 
a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

Leader For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his 
hands formed the dry land.

People Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before 
the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people 
of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Today, if you hear 
his voice.

Prayer of Invocation 
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Great Are You Lord
(Words & Music: Leslie Jordan & David Leonard 2012)

You give life You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope You restore 
Ev'ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord

It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only

And all the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing
Great are You Lord

Come Thou Fount
(Words: Robert Robinson & Martin Madan; 1760 Music: Unknown)

Come thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace.
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by thy help I’m come,
And I hope by thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed his precious blood.

(continued on next page)
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O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for thy courts above.

Call to Confession:  1 John 1:5-10
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we 
have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and 
do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Prayer of Confession: 
O God, I have no merit; let the merit of Jesus stand for me. I 
am undeserving, but I look to Your tender mercy. I am full of 
infirmities, wants, sin; You are full of grace. I confess my sin, 
my frequent sin, my willful sin; all my powers of body and soul 
are defiled: a fountain of pollution is deep within my nature. 
I am utterly ashamed that I am what I am in myself; I have no 
green shoot in me nor fruit, but thorns and thistles; I am a 
fading leaf that the wind drives away; I live bare and barren as 
a winter tree, unprofitable, fit to be cut down and burnt. Lord, 
have mercy on me. 
You have struck a heavy blow at my pride, at the false god 
of self, and I lie in pieces before you. But You have given me 
another master and lord-Your son, Jesus- and now my heart 
is turned towards holiness, my life speeds as an arrow from 
a bow towards complete obedience to you. Help me in all my 
doings to put down sin and humble pride. Save me from the 
love of the world and the pride of life, from everything that 
is natural to fallen man, and let Christ’s nature be seen in me 
day by day. Amen.
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Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:8-14

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his 
anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor 
repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those 
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he 
remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion 
to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear 
him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 
15207).

Laden with Guilt
(Music: Sandra McCracken 2001 & Words: Isaac Watts 1766)

Laden with guilt and full of fears,
I fly to thee my Lord.
And not a glimpse of hope appears,
But in thy written word
The volumes of my Father's grace,
Does all my griefs assuage.
Here I behold my Savior's face,
In every page.

This is the field where hidden lies
The pearl of price unknown.
That merchant is divinely wise,
Who makes the pearl his own.
Here consecrated water flows,
To quench my thirst of sin;
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows,
No danger dwells within.

This is the judge that ends the strife,
Where wit and reason fail.
My guide to everlasting life,
Through all this gloomy vale.
Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,
Nor I forsake the happy road
That leads to thy right hand.
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Scripture & Homily 
2 Corinthians 11:1-33
"Ain’t Nothing Like the Real Thing"

-Reverend John McCombs

I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear 
with me! 2For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed 

you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3But 
I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to 
Christ. 4For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than 
the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from 
the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the 
one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 5Indeed, I 
consider that I am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. 
6Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; 
indeed, in every way we have made this plain to you in all things
7Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be 
exalted, because I preached God's gospel to you free of charge? 8I 
robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order 
to serve you. 9And when I was with you and was in need, I did 
not burden anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia 
supplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from burdening 
you in any way. 10As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of 
mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. 11And why? 
Because I do not love you? God knows I do!
12And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to 
undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their 
boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do. 13For such 
men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves 
as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light. 15So it is no surprise if his servants, 
also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end 
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will correspond to their deeds.
16I repeat, let no one think me foolish. But even if you do, accept 
me as a fool, so that I too may boast a little. 17What I am saying 
with this boastful confidence, I say not as the Lord would but as 
a fool. 18Since many boast according to the f lesh, I too will boast. 
19For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! 20For you 
bear it if someone makes slaves of you, or devours you, or takes 
advantage of you, or puts on airs, or strikes you in the face. 21To 
my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that!

But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a 
fool—I also dare to boast of that. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are 
they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. 
23Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like 
a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with 
countless beatings, and often near death. 24Five times I received 
at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25Three times 
I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent 
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from 
my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger 
in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27in 
toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and 
thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28And, apart from 
other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for 
all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made 
to fall, and I am not indignant?
30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 
31The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, 
knows that I am not lying. 32At Damascus, the governor under 
King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize 
me, 33but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall 
and escaped his hands.
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Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Genesis 3:13 / Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

1 Corinthians 2:4 / ...and my speech and my message were not in plausible 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power...

2 Corinthians 3:8 / ... will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more 
glory?

Galatians 1:6-9 / I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him 
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble 
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I 
say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you 
received, let him be accursed.

Ephesians 5:25-27 / Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

Communion
City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their 
sins and trust Christ alone for salvation, and who are members of congregations which 
proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with non-communing 
children are encouraged to bring their children forward during communion. The elders 
will lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as they serve you.

Communion is served with wine and with grape juice. The wine is placed in the two 
outer circles of the communion tray, and the grape juice is placed in the inner circle. 
Because Jesus used wine during the first communion service, we believe using real 
wine is beneficial. However, participants are welcome to choose. There is also gluten-
free bread available on each plate.

Please join us in song as we celebrate Christ dwelling with his church in the sacrament 
of communion.
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Songs of Communon

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
(Words: Isaac Watts 1707 Music: Lowell Mason 1824)

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me
(Words & Music: Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, & Michael Farren 2018)

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine
Yet not I but through Christ in me
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The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side the Saviour he will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need his power is displayed
To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome
Yet not I but through Christ in me

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven
The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free
Yet not I but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day I know he will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me

Doxology
(Words: Thomas Ken 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
(repeat)
Amen

Benediction
CCLI License #2473859
All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.
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Groups
College Students please refer to campus ministry contacts below:
• CMU: Nameun Cho (nameun@cityreformed.org)
• CCO at PPU: Matt Koerber (pastormatt@cityreformed.org)
• RUF at Pitt: Gavin Breeden & Callie Miller (gavin.breeden@ruf.org,          

callie.miller@ruf.org)
• cityreformed.org/collegestudents

Specialty Groups meet in particular areas of interest for Bible study, 
fellowship, learning, and service.  

• Agora Forum- Alex Main (amain8511@gmail.com)
• Men's New Hope (Joseph@cityreformed.org)
• Mommies' Group (Sandy@cityreformed.org)
• Wednesday Morning Prayer (Nameun@cityreformed.org)
• Men's Discipleship Committee (mdc@cityreformed.org)
• Young Women's Discipleship Group (lindsay.karr@gmail.com)
• Ultimate Frisbee (danielrtoney@gmail.com)
• Board Game Gatherings (gatcheson@gmail.com)

Leadership

Elders
Rev. Matthew Koerber: 
pastormatt@cityreformed.org
Rev. Joseph Bianco: 
joseph@cityreformed.org
Rev. John McCombs: 
john@cityreformed.org
Rev. Nameun Cho: 
nameun@cityreformed.org
Andy Leuenberger: 
ahleuenberger@gmail.com
David Bacon: 
bacon1986@gmail.com
Jim Partridge: 
partridge.je6@gmail.com
Joe Stehle:
joestehle@gmail.com
Dave Snoke:
snoke@hey.com

Women's Ministry Council
Debbie Bacon: dpasewark@gmail.com
Sarah Cho: sarahjycho@gmail.com
Rachael Leuenberger: raleuen@gmail.com
Sandy Snoke: sandy@cityreformed.org
Irene Winkler: renew77@gmail.com
Sarah Winkler: sarahditch@gmail.com

Deacons
Gary Atcheson: gatcheson@gmail.com
Neil Friedrich: njfried@gmail.com
Bill Gould: wwgould@verizon.net
Cyril Isaac: dukecyrillus@gmail.com
Kyle McMillan: kyle.mcmillan90@gmail.com
Bob Simonelli: simonellir1756@gmail.com
Daniel Toney: danielrtoney@gmail.com


