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Reflection
“Difficulty is not a word to be found in the dictionary of heaven. Nothing can be impossible 
with God. The swearing reprobate, whose mouth is blackened with profanity, whose heart is 
a very hell, and his life like the reeking flames of the bottomless pit—such a man, if the Lord 
but looks on him and makes bare His arm of irresistible grace, shall yet praise God and bless 
His name and live to His honor.”

-Charles H. Spurgeon



Call to Worship: 
Psalm 33:1-5, 20-22

Leader Shout for joy in the Lord, O you 
righteous!  Praise befits the 
upright. Give thanks to the Lord 
with the lyre; make melody to him 
with the harp of ten strings!

People Sing to him a new song; play 
skillfully on the strings, with 
loud shouts. For the word of the 
Lord is upright, and all his work 
is done in faithfulness.

Leader He loves righteousness and justice;    
the earth is full of the steadfast love 
of the Lord. Our soul waits for the 
Lord; he is our help and our shield

People For our heart is glad in him, because 
we trust in his holy name. Let your 
steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 
even as we hope in you.

Prayer of Invocation

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
(Rowland Hugh Prichard and Charles Wesley)

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free--
From our fears and sins release us:
Let us find our rest in thee--
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art
Dear desire of eve’ry nation,
Joy of eve’ry longing heart. 

Joy to those who long to see thee,
Day-spring from on high, appear--
Come thou promised Son of Jesse,
Of thy birth we long to hear--
O’er the hills the angels singing
News glad tidings of a birth
“Go to him, your praises bringing;
Christ the Lord has come to earth.”

Come to earth to taste our sadness,
He whose glories knew no end--
By his life he brings us gladness,
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend--
Leaving riches without number,
Born within a cattle stall
This the everlasting wonder,
Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King--
Born to reign in us forever;
Now thy gracious Kingdom bring-- 
By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to thy glorious throne.



I Want to Know You
(James Proctor, Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, & Rich 
Thompson 2016)

I’ve tried in vain a thousand ways
My fears to quell my hopes to raise
But what I need your word has said
Is ever only Jesus

You died you live you reign you plead
There’s love in all your words and deeds
This weary heart finds all it needs
In ever only Jesus

I want to know you Jesus my Lord
King of the Heavens king of my soul
I trade my treasure and all my rewards
Jesus to know you then know you more

Though some should curse me for your 
name

I have no fear I have no shame
You stand with me for all my days
My ever only Jesus

Like wave after wave on the ocean
Like all of the sand on the shore
Your beauty and glory are endless
O Jesus I must know you more

Call to Confession:
Psalm 103: 1-5

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name! Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
your life from the pit, who crowns you 
with steadfast love and mercy, who 
satisfies you with good so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Prayer of Confession: 
Our gracious and heavenly Father, 
we confess the many ways we fail to 
bless you. Instead of magnifying your 
name, we magnify ourselves. Instead of 
remembering your benefits, we benefit 
ourselves. Instead of being satisfied 
with good, we are satisfied with evil. 
Forgive our sinful hearts and change 
our sinful desires. Let us bless you, 
desire you, and love you more than 
anything or anyone. Let us rest in the 
height of your love and the depth of 
your peace. Have mercy on us O’ Lord.

Silent Confession



Assurance of Pardon:
Psalm 103:6-12

The Lord works righteousness and justice 
for all who are oppressed. He made 
known his ways to Moses, his acts to the 
people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. He will not always chide,    
nor will he keep his anger forever. He 
does not deal with us according to 
our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; as far as 
the east is from the west, so far does he 
remove our transgressions from us.

Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship 
within the corporate family of Christ. Please direct 
giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 
Coleman St., 15207).

Hide Away in the Love of Jesus
(Music and Lyrics: Steve & Vikki Cook 2008)

Come weary saints though tired and weak
Hide away in the love of Jesus
Your strength will return by His quiet 
streams
Hide away in the love of Jesus

Come wand’ring soul and find your home
Hide away in the love of Jesus
He offers the rest that you yearn to know
Hide away in the love of Jesus

Hear Him calling your name
See the depths of His love 
In the wounds of His grace
Hide away hide away

Come guilty ones weighed down with sin
Hide away in the love of Jesus
The freedom you long for is found in Him
Hide away in the love of Jesus

Come hopeless hearts, do not despair
Hide away in the love of Jesus
For ten-thousand joys await you there
Hide away in the love of Jesus



Scripture & Homily: 
Luke 1:26-38
“For Nothing Will be Impossible with 
God”

- Reverend Joseph Bianco

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her 
and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.”
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, 
since I am a virgin?”
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God

Additional Scripture
Psalm 2:7-8/ I will tell of the decree: The Lord 
said to me, “You are my Son; today I have 
begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the 
nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth 
your possession.”

Isaiah 7:14/ Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 57:15/ For thus says the One who is high 
and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and 
also with him who is of a contrite and lowly 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite.
Zephaniah 3:17/ The Lord your God is in your 
midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his 
love; he will exult over you with loud singing.   



Songs of Thanksgiving

Christ Is Able
(Words: Joseph Hart 1759 Music: Mike Harland & Tommy 
Walker 2009)

Come ye sinners poor and needy
Come ye wounded, weak and worn.
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with pow’r.

Come ye needy, come and welcome
God’s free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Ev’ry grace that brings you nigh.

He is able. He is able.
Christ is able doubt no more.
Come ye sinners poor and needy,
Christ is able still to save.

Come ye weary, heavy laden,
Bruised and broken by the fall;
If you tarry till you’re better
You will never come at all.

Come ye ransomed and forgiven.
Come ye rescued from the grave,
Rise and worship Christ our Savior,
For the glory of His name. 

Benediction



Notes:



About Us
Sunday Morning Worship Service
10:15 AM
Winchester Thurston Auditorium
5059 Ellsworth Ave
Pittsburgh PA, 15213

LIVESTREAM: tinyurl.com/CRPClive

Church Office
3929 Coleman St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
t: 412-720-7014
e: office@cityreformed.org
w: cityreformed.org

Sunday Evening Service
5:30 PM
Greenfield Chapel
3929 Coleman Street
Pittsburgh PA, 15207

Donations
Online: cityreformed.org/give

Mail: to the Church Office address 
above “Attn: Bookkeeper” (checks 
payable to City Reformed Presbyterian 
Church)

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we would love to meet 
you! Please contact us at office@cityreformed.org. If you would like to contact a pastor, 
please email nameun@cityreformed.org. And, if you would like more information about our 
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please visit our website: cityreformed.org.
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Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer 
request, we will pray for 
you. Please send prayer 
requests to Pastor Joseph 
through
prayer@cityreformed.org.


