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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – October 8, 2023

Call to Worship: Psalm 146:1-7a, 10
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!

People I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my 
God while I have my being.

Leader Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no 
salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on 
that very day his plans perish.

People Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is 
in the Lord his God,

Leader Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry.

People The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all 
generations. Praise the Lord!

Prayer of Invocation 

God So Loved
(Words & Music: Andrew Bergthold, Ed Cash, Franni Cash, Martin Cash, and Scott 
Cash 2019)

Come all you weary
Come all you thirsty
Come to the well that never runs dry
Drink of the water
Come and thirst no more
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Come all you sinners
Come find His mercy
Come to the table He will satisfy
Taste of His goodness
Find what you're looking for

For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save us
Whoever believes in Him will live forever
The power of hell forever defeated
Now it is well I'm walking in freedom
For God so loved God so loved the world

Bring all your failures
Bring your addictions
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross
Jesus is waiting there
With open arms

Praise God praise God
From whom all blessings flow
Praise Him praise Him
For the wonders of His love

Be Thou My Vision
(Words: Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1905 & Music: "Slane" )

Be thou my vision O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me save that thou art
Thou my best thought by day or by night
Waking or sleeping thy presence my light

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word
I ever with thee and thou with me Lord
Thou my great Father I thy true son
Thou in me dwelling and with thee one

Riches I heed not nor man's empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always
Thou and thou only first in my heart
High King of Heaven my treasure thou art

(continued on next page)
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High King of Heaven my victory won
May I reach heaven’s joys O bright heaven’s Sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision O Ruler of All

Call to Confession: Isaiah 46:8-10

“Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you 
transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, 
and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times 
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will 
accomplish all my purpose.’"

Prayer of Confession: 
Triune God, You are perfectly one, though three persons. You 
call us to be one body made up of many members. We are 
prone to divide, to promote ourselves, to venerate the strong 
and powerful, and to dismiss the weak and lowly. Father, for-
give us. Jesus, thank you for breaking your body to establish 
and unite your church in love. Thank you that in you we have 
a unity that transcends all earthly boundaries. Thank you for 
the love and care you show to the weak, the humble, and the 
broken. Holy Spirit, help us to see and appreciate your work in 
others, honoring them more highly than ourselves. Remove our 
stony, self-centered hearts and give us hearts of flesh that 
love one another, despite our weaknesses and sins. Unite us 
by our Savior’s work on the cross. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 46:12-13

“Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, you who are far from 
righteousness: I bring near my righteousness; it is not far off, and 
my salvation will not delay; I will put salvation in Zion, for Israel 
my glory.”

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of 
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St., 
15207)

His Mercy Is More
(Words & Music: Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 2016)

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Praise the Lord 
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many His mercy is more
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Scripture & Homily: Acts 4:23-37
"Unity in Word & Deed"

- Reverend Nameun Cho

When they were released, they went to their friends and 
reported what the chief priests and the elders had said 

to them. 24And when they heard it, they lifted their voices 
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 
25who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, 
said by the Holy Spirit,

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
    and the peoples plot in vain?
26The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers were gathered together,
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’

27for truly in this city there were gathered together against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples 
of Israel, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place. 29And now, Lord, look upon their 
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your 
word with all boldness, 30while you stretch out your hand to 
heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name 
of your holy servant Jesus.” 31And when they had prayed, the 
place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to 
speak the word of God with boldness.
32Now the full number of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that 
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 
common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
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great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 
35and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need. 36Thus Joseph, who was also called by 
the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a 
Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37sold a field that belonged to him 
and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Ezekiel 11:17-21 / "Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: I will gather 
you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries where you 
have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.’ And when 
they come there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and 
all its abominations. And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I 
will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and 
give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep 
my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their 
God. But as for those whose heart goes after their detestable things and 
their abominations, I will bring their deeds upon their own heads, declares 
the Lord God.”

Luke 23:6-11 / When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a 
Galilean. And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, 
he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see 
him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some 
sign done by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no 
answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing 
him. And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked 
him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate.
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Song of Thanksgiving

Speak O Lord
(Words & Music: Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 2005)

Speak O Lord as we come to You
To receive the food of Your holy word
Take Your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us
All Your purposes for Your glory

Teach us Lord full obedience
Holy reverence true humility
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity
Cause our faith to rise
Cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of power that can never fail
Let their truth prevail over unbelief

Speak O Lord and renew our minds
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us
Speak O Lord till Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory

Benediction
Sunday, October 29, we will be celebrating the Reformation with a 
special service held at Bellefield Presbyterian Church in Oakland @ 
5:30.


