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Reflections

A marked feature of the whole work has been the unity of the 
membership in the undertaking and the freedom from unkind criticism 
toward the committees in the midst of disappointing delays.  As 
the work drew nearer and nearer its completion this feeling seemed 
to grow stronger, and any feeble disposition to criticize grew less; 
and when on January 26th, 1902, the Pastor announced from the 
pulpit that the Session and the Committees had appointed ... the 
day of dedication, a thrill of rejoicing was felt throughout the whole 
congregation.

- Rev. G.E. Sehlbrede, Founding Pastor of Greenfield Presbyterian 
Church

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please feel free to stick 
around after the service and ask questions about who we are and what we 
do! If you would like more information, please refer to our print newsletter, 
City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

About Us
Sunday Morning Worship Service
10:15AM 
Twentieth Century Club 
4201 Bigelow Blvd.  
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 (Oakland)

Church Office (Open Tues - Fri)
3524 Blvd of the Allies
Pittsburgh (Oakland), PA 15213
t: 412-720-7014
e: office@cityreformed.org
w: cityreformed.org

Sunday Evening Worship Service
6:30PM 
3929 Coleman St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15207 (Greenfield)

Donations
Online: cityreformed.org/give

Mail: to the Church Office address above 
“Attn: Allison” (please make checks payable to 
City Reformed Presbyterian Church)
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – October 7, 2018
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: I John 1:1-4
Please stand for the call to worship if you are able.

Leader	 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes,

People	 Which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life— 

Leader	 The life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to 
it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and was made manifest to us—

People	 That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, 
so that you too may have fellowship with us; 

Leader	 And indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ.

People	 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 

Prayer of Invocation

Rejoice In All Your Works - Psalm 104 
(Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough 2014)

Every mouth that cries for food, 
Every lung that yearns for breath, 
Every eye that searches through the dark for light— 
All creation looks to you 
For its breath and for its food. 
From the goodness of your hand we’re satisfied.
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Oh rejoice in all your works, 
King of Heaven, King of Earth! 
Every creature you have made declares your praise. 
We rejoice in all you’ve made, 
God of all-sustaining grace! 
With the mountain, sky, and sea, we sing your praise!

Every tree that thirsts for rain, 
Every bird that seeks its nest, 
Every heart that waits in hope to be made glad— 
All creation looks to you 
For its breath and for its food. 
From the goodness of your hand we’re satisfied 

May the pond’rings of my heart, 
And the song upon my lips, 
With the chorus of creation join in praise: 
To the God who made all things, 
To the Spirit who sustains, 
To the Son who over all creation reigns!

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2:17-22

Psalm 77:1-3 
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke 2013)

I cry aloud to God
And he will hear my call.
When troubles surround
I seek the Lord

My soul will not rest,
I seek God and moan;
And when I meditate 
My spirit faints.

Solid Rock (My Hope Is Built)
(Words: Edward Mote 1834; Music: William Batchelder Bradbury 1863)

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ Name.
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When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my Hope and Stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.

Call to Confession: Matthew 11:28

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Prayer of Confession: The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.   

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 5:1-2 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 
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Song of Renewal
Laden With Guilt   
(Music: Sandra McCracken 2001; Words: Isaac Watts 1766)

Laden with guilt and full of fears,
I fly to thee my Lord.
And not a glimpse of hope appears,
But in thy written word
The volumes of my Father’s grace,
Does all my griefs assuage.
Here I behold my Savior’s face,
In every page.

This is the field where hidden lies
The pearl of price unknown.
That merchant is divinely wise,
Who makes the pearl his own.
Here consecrated water flows,
To quench my thirst of sin;
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows,
No danger dwells within.

This is the judge that ends the strife,
Where wit and reason fail.
My guide to everlasting life,
Through all this gloomy vale.
Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,
Nor I forsake the happy road
That leads to thy right hand.

Oh may thy counsels, mighty God,
My roving feet command,
Nor I forsake the happy road
That leads to thy right hand. 
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Prayer of Dedication
Leader	 Lord, we thank you for the mercy that you have shown to us in 

Jesus Christ.

People	 Help us to extend mercy to others, and to share the hope of 
Christ with the world. 

Leader	 We thank you for your care of our congregation for the past 15 
years.

People	 Help us to trust you more deeply for our ministry needs. 

Leader	 We thank you for this gift of a new building that we can use for 
ministry.

People	 Help us to use this building as good stewards, for the glory of 
Christ and the good of our neighbors.

Corporate & Pastoral Prayer

Additional Scripture
Luke 15:1-7 /  Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 
him. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable:  “What man of you, 
having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And 
when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.”
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Sermon: Hebrews 12:1-3

“Towards an Enduring Ministry” - Reverend Matt Koerber

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 

clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God.  3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Song of Thanksgiving
In Christ Alone 
(Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 2001)

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the pow’r of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No pow’r of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand
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All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

Doxology 
(Words: Thomas Ken 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

Prayer

Announcements

Benediction


