Sunday Morning Worship
January 3, 2021

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you would like more
information, please contact us at office@cityreformed.org or visit our
website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.’”
- Jesus, Matthew 4:4

About Us
Sunday Morning Worship Service

Church Office

10:15AM

3929 Coleman St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
412-720-7014
office@cityreformed.org
cityreformed.org

LIVESTREAM: tinyurl.com/CRPClive
SIGN-UPS: Church Center App (Events)
OR crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations

Church
Center App:

Sunday Evening Communion Service Donations
3929 Coleman St., 15207
SUNDAY 1/3/21 | 4PM, 5PM & 6PM
SIGN-UPS: Church Center App (Events)
OR crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations

Online: Church Center App (Give)
OR cityreformed.org/give
Mail: Church Office address above “Attn:
Allison” (please make checks payable

to City Reformed Presbyterian Church)

Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – January 3, 2021
Presider: Elder Jim Partridge

Call to Worship:

I Peter 1:17-25

Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

If you call on him as Father who judges impartially
according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with
fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a
lamb without blemish or spot.

People

He was foreknown before the foundation of the world
but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of
you who through him are believers in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your
faith and hope are in God.

Leader

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth
for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly
from a pure heart,

People

Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding
word of God;

Leader

For “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower
of grass.

People

“The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of
the Lord remains forever.”

Prayer of Invocation

1

O Come All Ye Faithful
(Words & Music: John F. Wade 1841)

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the King of angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing all ye citizens of heav'n above;
Glory to God,
Glory in the highest:
Yea, Lord we greet thee,
Born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n;
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing:

2

God With Us
(Words & Music: Leslie Jordan 2012)

You have come to bring peace
To be love, to be nearer to us
You have come to bring life
To be light, to shine brighter in us.
Oh Emmanuel, “God with us”.
Our Deliverer, You are Savior
In Your presence we find our strength
Over everything, our redemption
God with us, You are God with us.
You have come to be hope
To this world for Your honor and name.
You have come to take sin
To bear shame and to conquer the grave.
Oh Emmanuel, “God with us”.
You are here and
You are holy
We are standing
In Your glory (Lord)
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Call to Confession: Hebrews 4:12-13
The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and
exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father we confess to you that we do not love you with
all of our heart, soul and might and we do not highly esteem
your word. Yet Lord we know that in your word we find life. It is
the very reflection of you – your character, your goodness, and
your ways – and in knowing it and following it we love you. It
is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. In it is salvation.
So Lord, forgive us for our dull hearts, our wayward souls, and
our flagging strength and help us, we pray, to love you and your
word. Grant us your Spirit to help us and lead us in your way.
Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 4:14-16
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted
as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St.,
15207).

Angels From The Realms Of Glory
(Words: James Montgomery 1816; Music: Henry T. Smart 1867)

Angels from the realms of glory
Wing your flight o'er all the earth
Ye who sang creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King
Shepherds in the fields abiding
Watching o'er your flocks by night
God with us is now residing
Yonder shines the infant Light
Sages leave your contemplations
Brighter visions beam afar
Seek the great Desire of nations
Ye have seen His natal star
Saints before the altar bending
Watching long in hope and fear
Suddenly the Lord descending
In His temple shall appear
Sinners, wrung with true repentance,
Doomed for guilt and endless pains,
Justice now revokes the sentence,
Mercy calls you break your chains.
All creation join in praising
God the Father Spirit Son
Evermore your voices raising
To eternal Three in One

Pastoral Prayer
5

Sermon:

Isaiah 55:1-13

90 Days Through the Story of Scripture: "Life Through the Word"
- Reverend Matt Koerber

“C

ome, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
2

Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
4

“Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
7
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion
on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
6

6

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
8

“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
12

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
2 Timothy 3:16 / All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for
every good work.

7

Creedal Response: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q 88. What are the outward and ordinary means by which Christ
imparts to us the benefits of redemption?
A. The outward and ordinary means by which Christ imparts to
us the benefits of redemption are his ordinances, especially
the Word, the sacraments, and prayer; all of these are made
effectual to his chosen ones for salvation.
Q. 89. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?
A. The Spirit of God makes the reading of the Word, but
especially the preaching of it, an effectual means of
convincing and converting sinners and of building them up
in holiness and comfort, through faith, to salvation.
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Song of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final song if you are able.

Psalm 72 | Hail to The Lord's Anointed
(Words: James Montgomery 1821; Music: Sandra McCracken 2012)

Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free,
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.
He comes with comfort speedy
To those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy,
And bid the weak be strong.
To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Are precious in His sight.
He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth,
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
Spring in His path to birth.
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove.
His Name shall stand forever,
That Name to us is Love.

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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If you would like to contact a pastor, please email joseph@cityreformed.org.

Life Together
Open Evening Communion
Services in GREENFIELD
Next Sun 1/3:
• 4:00PM
• 5:00PM
• 6:00PM

App

3929 Coleman St., 15207
Church Center

In-person service held three times INDOORS
at GREENFIELD, with communion served all
times. Review instructions for attending at:
cityreformed.org/evening-service and the "Safe
and Sound" guidelines on p. 12-13.
• Register on your Church Center App (go to
Events), or online: crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations, to help us keep within capacity
limits (35/service) and add additional services
if needed. If you need assistance signing up,
contact Sol@cityreformed.org - she'd be happy
to sign you up!
• Before attending, self-assess the health and
recent activities of you and your household.
• Mandatory MASK policy (all over 2 yrs old).
• ***CHECK IN WITH A GREETER IN-PERSON
when you arrive.***

Attend Morning Service
"In-Person"
Sundays @ 10:15AM
WT, 5059 Ellsworth, 15213

Register on your Church Center App (go to
Events), or online: crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations. Contact Sol@cityreformed.org.
***CHECK IN WITH A GREETER IN-PERSON when
you arrive.***
Morning Service Livestream continues indefinitely.

90 Days Through the Story
of Scripture
Monday 1/4 - Good Friday
4/2

Start the new year by reading and worshiping
through a large section of the Biblical story of
"redemptive history" together. Stay connected
to one another by participating together in
daily readings and simple liturgical worship.
Learn more on our website under "Resources" or
cityreformed.org/90-days-through-scripture

Nomination Period Open for
Elders, Deacons & Women's
Ministry Council

We will begin a new season of nomination,
training and preparation. A nominee needs to have
been a member for at least a year before they
can be nominated. Nominations will be received in
the month of January. Please send nominations to
PastorMatt@cityreformed.org. More info to follow.

CRPC Congregational
Meeting
Sunday 3/14

We postponed our meeting for 6 weeks past our
normal meeting time. We plan to conduct our
meeting online and will use the additional time
to prepare and communicate about how that
will work. We have several new elder/deacon/
WMC candidates who will be presented to the
congregation as we move closer to our meeting.
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Ladies Tuesday Bible Study
Restarts Tues 1/5
@ 10-11:15AM
Zoom

Ladies, join us Tuesday mornings as we discuss
and pray through the Tuesday Daily Bible Reading
from CRPC's 90 Days Through the Story of
Scripture. Contact Tracy (partridge.ta@gmail.com).

*New* Women's Virtual Bible
Study: "Jude"
Starts Fri 1/22 @ 7:45-9:15PM
Every other Friday
Zoom

"Jude: Contending for the Faith in Today's Culture"
by Jackie Hill Perry. We will meet virtually every
other Friday for 7 sessions. There is ~2 hours of indepth (but oh so rich!) homework to be completed
over the two weeks in between sessions.
Contact Rachael (raleuen@gmail.com).

Parenting Seminar by Julie
Lowe, Child Proof: Parenting
by Faith, Not Formula
Fri 2/5 @ 7 - 9PM &
Sat 2/6 @ 9AM - 12PM
WT, 5059 Ellsworth, 15213

Register on your Church Center App (go to
Events) or: tinyurl.com/childproof2021 ~ $15/
person for in-person or live stream attendance ~
Julie Lowe will teach on how to know, love, and
disciple our children using biblical principles and
practical wisdom. There will be four sessions (two
on Friday; two on Saturday), as well as Q&A.
Contact: Charis@cityreformed.org.

NEED: Livestream Techs &
Tech Assistants

If you are interested in being trained & being part
of the stream team, contact Sol@cityreformed.org.

Bethany Food Bank and
Master's Kitchen Service
Thurs @ 9AM - 1PM or 4 - 6PM
Fri @ 12 - 1PM

Volunteer to help transport and package food with
Bethany Community Ministries. Contact Donna
at Bethany: 412.251.1227 or any of the Deacons@
cityreformed.org.

Men's Discipleship
Committee

MEN who are interested in discipleship through
a mentoring relationship, contact Adam (ahs27@
pitt.edu).

Volunteer Babysitting: Serve
& Connect with Our Church
Families!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, help care for children as
families navigate these challenging times! Please
complete: tinyurl.com/CityBABYSIT. Contact
Becki@cityreformed.org.

Caring for Each Other and
the Deacon's List

Please update the deacons if you have needs or if
you have abilities and resources to share with
others. Contact Nik (nik@alum.wustl.edu) or any of
the deacons.
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“Safe”
“The sixth commandment requires all lawful efforts to preserve our own life

and others.” – WSC #68

Before we gather*:
ß Are you sick? Do not attend if you or a family member
are sick, if you are awaiting a COVID test result, or if you
have COVID-19.
ß Have you been somewhere unsafe? PA Health
Guidelines1 require either a quarantine or negative test for
out-of-state travelers.
ß Have you been exposed? Do not attend if you have
had close contact2 with someone who is COVID+. Limit
your exposure to others if you have been in medically
compromising situations.
When we are together:
ß Wear a mask.
ß Avoid contact.
ß Social Distance.
After we leave:
ß Notify. If you test positive for COVID and attended a
CRPC event during a period 48 hours before the onset of
symptoms, please notify the church (sol@cityreformed.org).
ß Trace. When someone notifies us about a concern for
infection, we will trace all potential unsafe contacts at our
events and also notify all people who attended the event.
*Contact Dr. Andy Leuenberger (andy@cityreformed.org) for
questions about how to apply these guidelines to your situation.
1
2

health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
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“… and Sound”
“Since we have a great priest…Draw near… hold fast…
meet together…” - Heb. 10:19-25

Sunday AM Worship
ß

Livestream online. (Join us live at 10:15AM when possible)

ß

In-person at Winchester Thurston.

ß

Sign up in advance.

ß

If COVID concerns rise, we will decrease our attendance
numbers.

Sunday PM Communion (every other week)
ß

The PM Service will meet in the Greenfield Chapel.

ß

Sign up in advance.

ß

Multiple small and short services. (30 mins)

ß

Check in at arrival to assist contact tracing.

ß

Varied seating options.

ß

Modified process of distributing communion elements.

ß

If COVID concerns rise, we will add more (smaller) services.

Small Groups
ß

Small groups will be guided by direction from public health
leaders.

ß

Contact Joseph Bianco (joseph@cityreformed.org).

Mentoring
ß

Women: Contact Sandy Snoke (sandy@cityreformed.org).

ß

Men: Contact Adam Schwab or Jim Partridge (jim@
cityreformed.org).
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Welcome to
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we
would love to meet you! And, if you would like more information about our
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please fill out the visitor’s card
below or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Visitor’s Card
We would love to get to know you. Please contact us at
office@cityreformed.org with the following information.
Name:
Email:
Phone:
Date:

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request, we will pray for you. Please send prayer
requests to Pastor Joseph through prayer@cityreformed.org.

CCLI License #2473859
All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

