Sunday Morning Worship
January 2, 2022

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you would like more
information, please contact us at office@cityreformed.org or visit our
website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
“Worship is performing service to honor someone other than ourselves.”
- John Frame, “Worship in Spirit and in Truth”

About Us
Sunday Morning Worship Service

Church Office

10:15AM
Winchester Thurston Auditorium
5059 Ellsworth Ave
Pittsburgh PA, 15213

3929 Coleman St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
412-720-7014
office@cityreformed.org
cityreformed.org

LIVESTREAM: tinyurl.com/CRPClive

Church
Center App:

Sunday Evening Service

Donations

5:30PM
Greenfield Chapel
3929 Coleman Street
Pittsburgh PA, 15207

Online: Church Center App (Give)
OR cityreformed.org/give
Mail: Church Office address above “Attn:
Bookkeeper” (please make checks

payable to City Reformed Presbyterian
Church)

Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – January 2, 2022
Presider: Reverend Joseph Bianco

Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-7
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

Oh come, let us sing to the L ord; let us make a joyful noise
to the rock of our salvation!

People

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us
make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!.

Leader

For the L ord is a great God, and a great King above all
gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights
of the mountains are his also.

People

The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the
dry land.

Leader

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel
before the L ord, our Maker!

People

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Prayer of Invocation

1

O Worship The King

(Music: Johann Haydn 1700's Words: Robert Grant 1833)

O worship the King all glorious above
And gratefully sing His power and His love
Our Shield and Defender the Ancient of Days
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise
O tell of His might O sing of His grace
Whose robe is the light whose canopy space
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite
It breathes in the air it shines in the light
It streams from the hills it descends to the plain
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain
Frail children of dust and feeble as frail
In Thee do we trust nor find Thee to fail
Thy mercies how tender how firm to the end
Our Maker Defender Redeemer and Friend
O measureless might ineffable love
While angels delight to worship Thee above
The humbler creation though feeble their ways
With true adoration shall all sing Thy praise
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Isaiah 2 | Come Let Us Walk In The Light
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke 2019)

Come to the mountain of the L ord
A home for the nations
Come to the hill above all hills
Greater than kingdoms
People from all the earth will flow
Into his presence
Come let us walk in the light of the L ord .
Come let us walk in the light of the L ord .
Let us go up to meet with God
And follow his pathway
Let the L ord teach us in the word
That goes out from Zion
The Law of the L ord will be the light
That leads us to worship
Bring your dispute before the L ord
And look for his justice
Bring to our God your love for war
Replace it with mercy
Nations will lay their weapons down
And take up forgiveness
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Call to Confession: Romans 1:21
For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and
their foolish hearts were darkened.

Prayer of Confession:
Heavenly Father we confess this truth: You are light and in
you no darkness can dwell. Yet Lord we acknowledge that
even as children of the light, we still delight in darkness; we
still run after the things our sinful heart’s desire. We stumble
around blindly after things that do not satisfy, and things that
cause us destruction. O Savior we desire to live in the light;
to be in fellowship with you! Oh God forgive us for our fickle
hearts; forgive our sin, we ask. Help us! Change us! By your
Spirit, draw us into the light that we might stand as radiant
reflections of you in this dark world. For we ask these things
through the Light of the World, your son and our savior, Jesus
Christ.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: 1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St.,
15207).

His Mercy Is More

(Words & Music: Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 2016)

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many His mercy is more
Praise the Lord
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more
What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor
Our sins they are many His mercy is more
What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many His mercy is more
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Pastoral Prayer

At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s
Church. Parents please have your children meet the teachers at the back of the
sanctuary and pick them up after the sermon from Children's Church.

Sermon:

John 4:5-26

90 Days of Worship
“The Father Seeks Worshipers”
- Reverend Matthew Koerber

S

o he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the
field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well
was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to
her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into
the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us
the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his
livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water
that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water.”
7

6

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for
you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not
your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said
to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is
the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know,
for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and
is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When
he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am he.”
16
17

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Exodus 5:1 / Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may
hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’”
Hebrews 12:28-29 / Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship,
with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.
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Additional References
Westminster Shorter Catechism Question 1 / What is the chief end of
man? The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.

Communion
City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their
sins and trust Christ alone for salvation, and who are members of congregations which
proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with non-communing
children are encouraged to bring their children forward during communion. The elders
will lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as they serve you.
Communion is served with wine and
with grape juice. The wine is placed
in the two outer circles of the
communion tray, and the grape juice
is placed in the inner circle. Because
OUT
IN
Jesus used wine during the first
communion service, we believe using
real wine is beneficial. However,
participants are welcome to choose.
There is also gluten-free bread available on each plate.

IN

OUT

Please join us in song as we celebrate Christ dwelling with his church in the sacrament
of communion.
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Songs of Communion
Now Behold The Lamb

(Words & Music: Kirk Franklin 1995)

Now behold the Lamb
The Precious Lamb of God
Born into sin that I may live again
The Precious Lamb of God
Holy is the Lamb
The Precious Lamb of God
Why You love me so
Lord I shall never know
The Precious Lamb of God
Thank You for the Lamb
The Precious Lamb of God
Because of Your grace
I can finish this race
The Precious Lamb of God

Christ Is Mine Forevermore

(Words & Music: Jonny Robinson & Rich Thompson 2015)

Mine are days that God has numbered
I was made to walk with Him
Yet I look for worldly treasure
And forsake the King of kings
But mine is hope in my Redeemer
Though I fall His love is sure
For Christ has paid for every failing
I am His forevermore
Mine are tears in times of sorrow
Darkness not yet understood
Through the valley I must travel
Where I see no earthly good
(continued on next page)
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But mine is peace that flows from heaven
And the strength in times of need
I know my pain will not be wasted
Christ completes His work in me
Mine are days here as a stranger
Pilgrim on a narrow way
One with Christ I will encounter
Harm and hatred for His name
But mine is armour for this battle
Strong enough to last the war
And He has said He will deliver
Safely to the golden shore
And mine are keys to Zion city
Where beside the King I walk
For there my heart has found its treasure
Christ is mine forevermore
Come rejoice now O my soul
For His love is my reward
Fear is gone and hope is sure
Christ is mine forevermore
  

Jesus Lover of My Soul

(Words: Charles Wesley 1740, Music: Greg Thompson 2000)

Jesus lover of my soul
Let me to Thy bosom fly
While the nearer waters roll
While the tempest still is high
Hide me O my Savior hide
Till the storm is past
Safe into the haven guide
Receive my soul at last
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Other refuge have I none
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee
Leave ah leave me not alone
Still support and comfort me
All my trust on Thee is stayed
Help from Thee I bring
Cover my defenseless head
The shadow of Thy wing
Thou O Christ art all I want
More than all in Thee I find
Raise the fallen cheer the faint
Heal the sick and lead the blind
Just and holy is Thy name
I am all unrighteousness
False and full of sin I am
Thou full of truth and grace
Plenteous grace with Thee is found
Grace to cover all my sin
Let the healing streams abound
Make and keep me pure within
Thou of life the fountain art
Let me take of Thee
Spring Thou up within my heart
To all eternity

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
Please join us this evening at the Greenfield Chapel (Coleman
Street) as we introduce 90 Days of Worship @ 5:30pm.
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Upcoming Events

www.cityreformed.org/events

90 Days of Worship

Beginning on Monday, January 3, City Reformed will read
through the Psalms together as we seek to establish
better patterns of worship in our personal lives, in our
families and as a congregation. We will offer daily
readings and plans for personal/household worship from
Jan 3, until Easter. We will also link other aspects of our
regular ministries to this devotional plan.

90 Days Launch Party
Tonight
5:30-6:30 PM @
Greenfield Chapel

On Sunday, January 2, we will hold a kick off event for 90
Days of Worship in place of our evening service. 5:30
pm - 6:30 pm, @ Greenfield Chapel (3929 Coleman St.
15207). We will introduce the reading/worship plan,
discuss ways this can be used by individuals and in small
groups, and spend some time in singing and prayer.

Seminar:
When Do We Trust
Scientists?
Jan 5th @ 7-8:30PM
Greenfield Chapel

Our society is experiencing a breakdown of trust in the
claims of scientists on such things as vaccines, sexual
identity, evolution, global warming, and the impact of
technology. How should a Christian approach scientific
claims of truth? David Snoke will lead a discussion
on our general approach to scientific claims, without
attempting to resolve the debates on all of these issues.

Annual
Congregational
Meeting
Sun, Jan 23rd directly
following service

We will hold our annual congregational meeting on
Sunday, January 23rd, directly following our morning
worship serivce. All members of our congregation are
encouraged to attend, as we will be voting on pertinent
church decisions, such as the election of elders, deacons,
and women's ministry council members.

Volunteer and Employment Needs
Children's Church
Assistants and
Teachers

We are currently looking to add Lead Teachers to our
Children's Church volunteer team! Adding 5 people to
this team would allow Lead Teachers to make the one
month commitment, once a year.
We are also looking to welcome additional Teacher Aids
to assist Lead Teachers.
Contact AllisonH@cityreformed.org
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10 Minute Trainings

We will be conducting quick refresher sessions for our
volunteer teams in January. We will have
one volunteer team a week gather in the cafeteria
following service for 10 minutes of refreshers and
questions. If you are interested in joining a volunteer
team, this is a great way to get some more information.
January 2nd- Nursery and Children's Church
January 9th- Ushers
January 16th- Greeters
January 23rd- No training- Congrefational Meeting
January 30th- Setup and Tear Down

Regular Events

www.cityreformed.org/events

Suday School
Resumes Next week

All Sunday School classes will resume again next Sunday,
January 9th. We have classes for PreK through adults,
9-10AM.

Spring Youth Group
Dates

Youth Group will resume regular bi-weekly meetings
at the Greenfield building from 12:30-2:30 on Sunday
afternoons. Below are the Spring semester Youth Group
dates: Jan 9, 23; Feb 6, 20; Mar 6, 20; Apr 3

Groups
College Students please refer to campus ministry contacts below:
•
•
•
•

CCO at CMU: Nameun Cho (ncho@ccojubilee.org)
CCO at PPU: Katelyn Spallinger (kspallinger@ccojubilee.org)
RUF at Pitt: Callie Miller (callie.miller@ruf.org)
cityreformed.org/collegestudents

Specialty Groups meet in particular areas of interest for Bible study,

fellowship, learning, and service. For a complete listing of current groups, please
refer to the website.
•
Agora Forum- Alex Main (amain8511@gmail.com)
•
Men's New Hope (Joseph@cityreformed.org)
•
Mommies' Group (Sandy@cityreformed.org)
•
Wednesday Morning Prayer (Zachary@cityreformed.org)
•
Men's Discipleship Committee (mdc@cityreformed.org)- MENTORS
NEEDED!
•
Young Adult Women's Fellowship (Katelyn@cityreformed.org)
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Community Groups
Community Groups meet for Bible study, fellowship, and service, and are some
of the best opportunities to connect with church life - always open for visitors
throughout the year. Please contact Pastor Joseph Bianco (Joseph@cityreformed.org)
with any questions, and for a listing of current groups, refer to:

www.cityreformed.org/community-groups

Sunday
Fox Chapel*- Watson Barker
North Hills**- David Bacon

Tuesday
Northside- Joe Benscoter & Nathan Schartner
Morningside*- Jeff Winkler

Wednesday
Near East Suburban- Jim Partridge
Regent Square- David Snoke
Baldwin/Greenfield*- Joseph Bianco
East Suburban- Joe Stehle
West End*- Jonathan Dodd

Thursday
Greenfield/North Oakland- Ben Chidester
Forest Hills*- Adam Schwab
*Childcare provided
** Kid's play area available
CCLI License #2473859
All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.
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