Sunday Morning Worship
January 10, 2021

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you would like more
information, please contact us at office@cityreformed.org or visit our
website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
"Better to suffer injustice than to do it."
- A Hidden Life

About Us
Sunday Morning Worship Service

Church Office

10:15AM

3929 Coleman St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
412-720-7014
office@cityreformed.org
cityreformed.org

LIVESTREAM: tinyurl.com/CRPClive
SIGN-UPS: Church Center App (Events)
OR crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations

Church
Center App:

Sunday Evening Communion Service Donations
3929 Coleman St., 15207
SUNDAY 1/17/21 | 4PM, 5PM & 6PM
SIGN-UPS: Church Center App (Events)
OR crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations

Online: Church Center App (Give)
OR cityreformed.org/give
Mail: Church Office address above “Attn:
Allison” (please make checks payable

to City Reformed Presbyterian Church)

Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – January 10, 2021
Presider: Elder Andy Leuenberger

Call to Worship:

Psalm 67

Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face
to shine upon us,

People

That your way may be known on earth, your saving
power among all nations.

Leader

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you!

People

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge
the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon
earth.

Leader

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you!

People

The earth has yielded its increase;

Leader

God, our God, shall bless us.

People

God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear
him!

Prayer of Invocation

1

Hark The Herald Angels Sing
(Words: Charles Wesley 1739; Music: Felix Mendelssohn 1840)

Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Come, Desire of nations, come,
Fix in us thy humble home;
Now display thy saving power,
Ruined nature now restore;
Let us Thee, though lost, regain,
Thee, the life, of mortal Man:
O! to all thyself impart,
Give to each believing heart.
Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail th'incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel
Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
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Christ Is Mine Forevermore
(Words & Music: Jonny Robinson & Rich Thompson 2015)

Mine are days that God has numbered
I was made to walk with Him
Yet I look for worldly treasure
And forsake the King of kings
But mine is hope in my Redeemer
Though I fall His love is sure
For Christ has paid for every failing
I am His forevermore
Mine are tears in times of sorrow
Darkness not yet understood
Through the valley I must travel
Where I see no earthly good
But mine is peace that flows from heaven
And the strength in times of need
I know my pain will not be wasted
Christ completes His work in me
Mine are days here as a stranger
Pilgrim on a narrow way
One with Christ I will encounter
Harm and hatred for His name
But mine is armour for this battle
Strong enough to last the war
And He has said He will deliver
Safely to the golden shore
And mine are keys to Zion city
Where beside the King I walk
For there my heart has found its treasure
Christ is mine forevermore
Come rejoice now O my soul
For His love is my reward
Fear is gone and hope is sure
Christ is mine forevermore
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Call to Confession: I John 1:6-7
If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father we lift up our prayers to you. You are light
– in you there are no shadows. You are life – by your power
all things were created and are sustained. You are glorious –
infinite, eternal and unchanging in all of your perfection. You
have called us to be lights shining in the darkness of the world,
voices testifying to the nations about the life of Christ and
images reflecting your glory to people who do not know you.
But we fall short of this calling. We need again, today, the
grace of Christ to forgive us and sustain us. Send your Spirit
to empower us, so that we may live for you and bring honor to
your name. May we be instruments of grace to our neighbors.
Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: I John 2:1-2
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St.,
15207).

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
(Words: Liturgy of St. James, 4th Century; Melody: 17th Century French; Arrangement:
Daniel Snoke 2011)

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood;
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.
At His feet the six winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon:

Genesis 11:1-11; 11:29-12:3

90 Days Through the Story of Scripture:
"Redemption for the Nations"

- Reverend Matt Koerber

N

ow the whole earth had one language and the same
words. 2And as people migrated from the east, they
found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And
they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn
them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen
for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a
city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make
a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of
the whole earth.” 5And the Lord came down to see the city
and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6And
the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have
all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they
will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be
impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and there confuse
their language, so that they may not understand one another’s
speech.” 8 So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face
of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore
its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused
the language of all the earth. And from there the Lord
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100
years old, he fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood.
11
And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 years and
had other sons and daughters…
10

And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s
wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the
daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30Now Sarai
was barren; she had no child.
29

6

Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his
grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife,
and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go
into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they
settled there. 32The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah
died in Haran.
31

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I
will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”
12:1

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Genesis 1:28 / And God blessed them. And God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Matthew 28:18-20 / And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Revelation 7:9-10 / After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude
that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
7

(continued on next page)

Revelation 22:1-2 / Then the angel showed me the river of the water
of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its
fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.

Creedal Response: Lausanne Covenant Article 6, "The
Church and Evangelism"

We affirm that Christ sends his redeemed people into the
world as the Father sent him, and that this calls for a similar
deep and costly penetration of the world. We need to break
out of our ecclesiastical ghettos and permeate non-Christian
society. In the Church’s mission of sacrificial service,
evangelism is primary. World evangelization requires the
whole Church to take the whole gospel to the whole world.
The Church is at the very center of God’s cosmic purpose
and is his appointed means of spreading the gospel. But a
church which preaches the cross must itself be marked by
the cross. It becomes a stumbling block to evangelism when
it betrays the gospel or lacks a living faith in God, a genuine
love for people, or scrupulous honesty in all things including
promotion and finance. The church is the community of God’s
people rather than an institution, and must not be identified
with any particular culture, social or political system, or
human ideology.

Song of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final song if you are able.

This I Believe - Apostles' Creed
(Words & Music: SBen Fielding & Matt Crocker 2014)

Our Father everlasting
The all creating One
God Almighty
Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the Son
Jesus our Saviour
8

I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in One
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus
Our judge and our defender
Suffered and crucified
Forgiveness is in You
Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life
Forever seated high
I believe in life eternal
I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the saints' communion
And in Your holy Church
I believe in the resurrection
When Jesus comes again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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If you would like to contact a pastor, please email joseph@cityreformed.org.

Life Together
Open Evening Communion
Services in GREENFIELD
Sun 1/17:
• 4:00PM
• 5:00PM
• 6:00PM

App

3929 Coleman St., 15207
Church Center

In-person service held three times INDOORS
at GREENFIELD, with communion served all
times. Review instructions for attending at:
cityreformed.org/evening-service and the "Safe
and Sound" guidelines on p. 12-13.
• Register on your Church Center App (go to
Events), or online: crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations, to help us keep within capacity
limits (40/service) and add additional services
if needed. If you need assistance signing up,
contact Sol@cityreformed.org - she'd be happy
to sign you up!
• Before attending, self-assess the health and
recent activities of you and your household.
• Mandatory MASK policy (all over 2 yrs old).
• ***CHECK IN WITH A GREETER IN-PERSON
when you arrive.***

Attend Morning Service
"In-Person"
Sundays @ 10:15AM
WT, 5059 Ellsworth, 15213

Register on your Church Center App (go to
Events), or online: crpc.churchcenter.com/
registrations. Contact Sol@cityreformed.org.
***CHECK IN WITH A GREETER IN-PERSON when
you arrive.***
Morning Service Livestream continues indefinitely.

90 Days Through the Story
of Scripture
Monday 1/4 - Good Friday
4/2

Start the new year by reading and worshiping
through a large section of the Biblical story of
"redemptive history" together. Learn more on
our website under "Resources" or cityreformed.
org/90-days-through-scripture.
Hardcopies of the Outline are availabe, as well as
Worship Part 1.

Nomination Period Open for
Elders, Deacons & Women's
Ministry Council
Deadline 1/31/21

We will begin a new season of nomination,
training and preparation. A nominee needs to have
been a member for at least a year before they
can be nominated. Nominations will be received in
the month of January. Please send nominations to
PastorMatt@cityreformed.org.

New Women's Zoom Call
TODAY @ 12:30PM
Zoom link:
tinyurl.com/CRPCwomen

A new woman to City Reformed? We would love
to get to see your face and meet you. Please
consider joining some of our women leaders on a
Zoom call following service TODAY.
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*New* Women's Virtual Bible
Study: "Jude"
Starts Fri 1/22 @ 7:45-9:15PM
Every other Friday
Zoom

"Jude": Contending for the Faith in Today's
Culture" by Jackie Hill Perry. If you are interested
in participating please order a book ASAP as
books have been selling out and backordered
recently. Contact Rachael (raleuen@gmail.com).

Agora Forum
Mon 1/11 @ 7PM
3929 Coleman St., 15207 OR
tinyurl.com/CRPCAgora

Hannah Nation will talk on "The influence of
New England literary culture on early American
Christianity— emotion or conviction?" Contact
Alex (amain8511@gmail.com) for more info.

Parenting Seminar by Julie
Lowe, Child Proof: Parenting
by Faith, Not Formula
Fri 2/5 @ 7 - 9PM &
Sat 2/6 @ 9AM - 12PM
WT, 5059 Ellsworth, 15213

Register on your Church Center App (go to
Events) or: tinyurl.com/childproof2021 ~ $15/
person for in-person or live stream attendance ~
Julie Lowe will teach on how to know, love, and
disciple our children using biblical principles and
practical wisdom. There will be four sessions (two
on Friday; two on Saturday), as well as Q&A.
Contact: Charis@cityreformed.org.

Membership Class
Fri 2/19 @ 7-9:30PM &
Sat 2/20 @ 9-1PM

Join us at our next class to learn more about the
church or become a member. More info to follow.
Contact Pastor Nameun@cityreformed.org.

CRPC Congregational
Meeting
Sunday 3/14
After Morning Service

We postponed our meeting for 6 weeks past our
normal meeting time. We plan to conduct our
meeting online and will use the additional time
to prepare and communicate about how that
will work. We have several new elder/deacon/
WMC candidates who will be presented to the
congregation as we move closer to our meeting.

NEED: Sound Techs

The Sound Ministry is looking for more technicians
to help operate sound at both the Sunday morning
and evening worship services. Compensation is
included per occurrence and prior experience is
preferred. Contact Pat@cityreformed.org.

Ladies Tuesday Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 10-11:15AM
Zoom

Ladies, join us Tuesday mornings as we discuss
and pray through the Tuesday Daily Bible Reading
from CRPC's 90 Days Through the Story of
Scripture. Contact Tracy (partridge.ta@gmail.com).

Bethany Food Bank and
Master's Kitchen Service
Thurs @ 9AM - 1PM or 4 - 6PM
Fri @ 12 - 1PM

Volunteer to help transport and package food with
Bethany Community Ministries. Contact Donna
at Bethany: 412.251.1227 or any of the Deacons@
cityreformed.org.

Men's Discipleship
Committee

MEN who are interested in discipleship through
a mentoring relationship, contact Adam (ahs27@
pitt.edu).

11

“Safe”
“The sixth commandment requires all lawful efforts to preserve our own life

and others.” – WSC #68

Before we gather*:
ß Are you sick? Do not attend if you or a family member
are sick, if you are awaiting a COVID test result, or if you
have COVID-19.
ß Have you been somewhere unsafe? PA Health
Guidelines1 require either a quarantine or negative test for
out-of-state travelers.
ß Have you been exposed? Do not attend if you have
had close contact2 with someone who is COVID+. Limit
your exposure to others if you have been in medically
compromising situations.
When we are together:
ß Wear a mask.
ß Avoid contact.
ß Social Distance.
After we leave:
ß Notify. If you test positive for COVID and attended a
CRPC event during a period 48 hours before the onset of
symptoms, please notify the church (sol@cityreformed.org).
ß Trace. When someone notifies us about a concern for
infection, we will trace all potential unsafe contacts at our
events and also notify all people who attended the event.
*Contact Dr. Andy Leuenberger (andy@cityreformed.org) for
questions about how to apply these guidelines to your situation.
1
2

health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
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“… and Sound”
“Since we have a great priest…Draw near… hold fast…
meet together…” - Heb. 10:19-25

Sunday AM Worship
ß

Livestream online. (Join us live at 10:15AM when possible)

ß

In-person at Winchester Thurston.

ß

Sign up in advance.

ß

If COVID concerns rise, we will decrease our attendance
numbers.

Sunday PM Communion (every other week)
ß

The PM Service will meet in the Greenfield Chapel.

ß

Sign up in advance.

ß

Multiple small and short services. (30 mins)

ß

Check in at arrival to assist contact tracing.

ß

Varied seating options.

ß

Modified process of distributing communion elements.

ß

If COVID concerns rise, we will add more (smaller) services.

Small Groups
ß

Small groups will be guided by direction from public health
leaders.

ß

Contact Joseph Bianco (joseph@cityreformed.org).

Mentoring
ß

Women: Contact Sandy Snoke (sandy@cityreformed.org).

ß

Men: Contact Adam Schwab or Jim Partridge (jim@
cityreformed.org).
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Welcome to
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we
would love to meet you! And, if you would like more information about our
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please fill out the visitor’s card
below or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Visitor’s Card
We would love to get to know you. Please contact us at
office@cityreformed.org with the following information.
Name:
Email:
Phone:
Date:

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request, we will pray for you. Please send prayer
requests to Pastor Joseph through prayer@cityreformed.org.

CCLI License #2473859
All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

