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Reflections

As fears increase in the American church, we'll have the opportunity 
to resurrect a holy fear of God in our midst. As we suffer under the 
temporal judgment of God as weary sojourners, we may just find a 
stronger voice to warn others to flee from the wrath to come. As we 
sense the nearness of the day of retribution, we may speak once again 
with unction and holy disquiet.

- Elliot Clark, "Evangelision as Exiles" 

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please stop by the 
Welcome Table in the foyer - we would love to meet you! If you would like 
more information, please fill out one of the info cards on the table, refer to 
our print newsletter, City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Please speak to an usher or greeter if you have any questions about the nursery and 
children’s programs.
•	 There is a nursery for children infant – 3 during the service.

•	 Cry Room space is available during the service off the foyer and Board Room. 

•	 Children’s bulletins are available at the side table for those staying in service.

•	 During the service, children 4 – 7 are invited to continue their worship at 
Children’s Church.
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – September 22, 2019
Presider: Reverend John McCombs

Call to Worship: 1 Peter 1:3-8
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.

Leader	 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

People	 According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Leader	 To an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.

People	 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,

Leader	 So that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

People	 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory...

Prayer of Invocation

King of Kings
(Words & Music: Brooke Ligertwood, Jason Ingram, & Scott Ligertwood 2018)

In the darkness we were waiting
Witout hope without light
'Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes
To fulfill the Law and Prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt (continued on next page)
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Praise the Father praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of glory majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings

To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
Now we see that in your suff'ring
You saw glory to behold
Knowing you were our salvation
Jesus for our sake you died

For the morning that you rose 
All of heaven held its breath 
'Till that stone was moved for good 
For the Lamb had conquered death
Then the dead rose from their tombs 
And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come 
To the Father are re-stored

Then the Church of Christ was born 
And the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this gospel truth of old 
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By his blood and in his name 
In his freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ 
Who has resurrected me

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:9-12

Living Stones | 1 Peter 2:1-12
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke 2019)

For you, 
You have been chosen to be God’s holy people
That he builds 
Into his house like living stones
Full of the Spirit of Peace
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May you keep your actions noble 
May your neighbors see your love
When they speak about your failure
May they see good deeds and give God glory 

If you’ve seen that God is precious 
If you’ve tasted that he's good
If your passion wars with your spirit
Keep your sojourn holy with God's beloved

Come to him, the stone that’s rejected
Come to him and offer your life
Put away your envy and slander
Come to Christ and build on the Stone of Zion

His mercy has called you
From darkness and into his glory. 
The day of the Lord will come

Be Thou My Vision      
(Translation: Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1905; Tune: “Slane”)

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart!
Naught be all else to me save that thou art!
Thou my best thought by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord!
Thou my great Father, I thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one!

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always!
Thou and thou only first in my heart;
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won.
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of All. 
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Call to Confession: 1 Peter 1:17-19

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according 
to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout 
the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

Prayer of Confession
Father, you sent Jesus to give freedom to the captives. We 
confess that our natural state is to live in captivity. We are 
naturally enslaved to our own desires and the approval of 
others. Christ has given us a new calling, a new identity and 
new righteousness. But, still we find ourselves returning 
to serve sin. We pray that the freedom of Christ would 
increasingly rule in our lives. May we be free to live for your 
glory in all things. Help us to see that all that we do and say 
is before your face. Help us to live in ways that are fitting 
for people who have been ransomed by the precious blood of 
Jesus. Amen.  

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Peter 2:9-10

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.

Membership Vows: Michael & Ann Hilton 

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
During this song we will pass offering bags through the congregation. We ask that our 
members and regular attendees thoughtfully consider their contribution as an act of 
worship - a response to God’s grace in our lives. Those who are not a regular part of 
our church are not expected to participate in the offering.

Jesus I My Cross Have Taken
(Words: Henry Lyte 1825; Music: Bill Moore 2001)

Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow Thee.
Destitute, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shall be.
Perish every fond ambition,
All I’ve sought or hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heaven are still my own.

Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me;
Thou art not, like them, untrue.
O while Thou dost smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends disown me,
Show Thy face and all is bright.

Man may trouble and distress me,
’Twill but drive me to Thy breast.
Life with trials hard may press me;
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest.
Oh, ’tis not in grief to harm me
While Thy love is left to me;
Oh, ’twere not in joy to charm me,
Were that joy unmixed with Thee.

(continued on next page)
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Go, then, earthly fame and treasure,
Come disaster, scorn and pain
In Thy service, pain is pleasure,
With Thy favor, loss is gain
I have called Thee Abba Father,
I have stayed my heart on Thee
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather;
All must work for good to me.

Soul, then know thy full salvation
Rise o’er sin and fear and care
Joy to find in every station,
Something still to do or bear.
Think what Spirit dwells within thee,
Think what Father’s smiles are thine,
Think that Jesus died to win thee,
Child of heaven, canst thou repine?

Haste thee on from grace to glory,
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer.
Heaven’s eternal days before thee,
God’s own hand shall guide us there.
Soon shall close thy earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.

Pastoral Prayer
At this time, children ages 4-7 are invited to continue their worship at Children’s 
Church. The leaders will bring the children to children’s church and then back to the 
worship service after the sermon.
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Sermon:  1 Peter 2:11-25
2019 Core Values: Formed by the Cross 

“Cross Shaped Service to Our City“ - Reverend Matt Koerber

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 

your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, 
so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14or to governors as 
sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 
who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 
16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as 
a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor 
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 

18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not 
only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19For this is 
a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 
while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you 
sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in 
the sight of God. 

21For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not 
revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 

(continued on next page)
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continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Leader	 This is the Word of the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God.
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Additional Scripture
Matthew 5:11-16 /  "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. You are the salt of the earth, but if 
salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's 
feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven."

Creedal Response: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q27. What did Christ’s humiliation consist of?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted of his being born in a low 
condition, living under the Law, undergoing the miseries of 
this life, undergoing the wrath of God and the cursed death 
of the Cross, and in being buried and continuing under the 
power of death for a time.

Q28. What does Christ’s exaltation consist of?

A. Christ’s exaltation consists of his rising again from the 
dead on the third day, ascending to heaven, sitting at the 
right hand of God the Father, and coming to judge the 
world on the last day.
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Songs of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final songs if you are able.

This Is My Father's World  
(Words:  Maltbie D. Babcock 1901; Music: English Folk Melody)

This is my Father's world. 
And to my list’ning ears, 
All nature sings, 
And round him rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world! 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees,
Of skies and seas.
His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world.
The birds their carols raise
The morning light,
The lily white,
Declare their Maker's praise
This is my Father's world!
He shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass
I hear Him pass
He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father's world.
O let me ne'er forget.
That though the wrong
Seems oft so strong
God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father's world.
The battle has been won;
Jesus who died
Shall be satisfied,
And earth and heav'n be one. 
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Lion and the Lamb   
(Words & Music: Brenton Brown, Brian Johnson, & Leeland Mooring 2015)

He's coming on the clouds
Kings and kingdoms will bow down
And every chain will break
As broken hearts declare His praise
For who can stop the Lord almighty

Our God is the Lion
The Lion of Judah
He's roaring with power
And fighting our battles
And every knee will bow before Him

Our God is the Lamb
The Lamb that was slain
For the sin of the world
His blood breaks the chains
And every knee will bow before the Lion and the Lamb 
And every knee will bow before Him

So open up the gates
Make way before the King of kings
Our God who comes to save
Is here to set the captives free
For who can stop the Lord almighty

Who can stop the Lord almighty
Who can stop the Lord almighty
Repeat

Prayer

Announcements
At the beginning of announcements parents are dismissed to pick up their children 
from nursery.

Benediction

Tonight’s Evening Service: Reverend Nameun Cho will be preaching “A 
Wholesome Word” on 2 Timothy 3:12-17.


