Sunday Evening Worship
October 20, 2019

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. Please feel free to stick
around after the service and ask questions about who we are and what we
do! If you would like more information, please refer to our print newsletter,
City This Month, or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
Poetry is sane because it floats easily in an infinite sea; reason seeks to
cross the infinite sea, and so make it finite… The poet only asks to get
his head into the heavens. It is the logician who seeks to get the heavens
into his head. And it is his head that splits.
- G.K. Chesterton
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Evening Worship – October 20, 2019
Presider: Reverend Joseph Bianco

Call to Worship: Psalm 33:1, 4-9, 11-12
Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

Shout for joy in the L ord, O you righteous! Praise befits
the upright... For the word of the L ord is upright, and all
his work is done in faithfulness.

People

He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of
the steadfast love of the L ord .

Leader

By the word of the L ord the heavens were made, and
by the breath of his mouth all their host. He gathers
the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in
storehouses.

People

Let all the earth fear the L ord ; let all the inhabitants
of the world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, and it
came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Leader

The counsel of the L ord stands forever, the plans of his
heart to all generations.

People

Blessed is the nation whose God is the L ord, the people
whom he has chosen as his heritage!

Prayer of Invocation
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Praise to the Lord the Almighty
(Words: Joachim Neander 1680; Translator: Catherine Winkworth 1863; Music:
Anonymous 1665)

Praise to the Lord,
The Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him for
He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear,
Now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord,
Who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings,
Yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen
How all your longings have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord,
Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee.
Surely His goodness and
Mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do
If with His love He befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord,
O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath,
Come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again,
Gladly for aye we adore Him.

2

Psalm 104 | Rejoice in All Your Works
(Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough 2014)

Every mouth that cries for food,
Every lung that yearns for breath,
Every eye that searches through the dark for light—
All creation looks to you
For its breath and for its food.
From the goodness of your hand we’re satisfied.
Oh rejoice in all your works,
King of Heaven, King of Earth!
Every creature you have made declares your praise.
We rejoice in all you’ve made,
God of all-sustaining grace!
With the mountain, sky, and sea, we sing your praise!
Every tree that thirsts for rain,
Every bird that seeks its nest,
Every heart that waits in hope to be made glad—
All creation looks to you
For its breath and for its food.
From the goodness of your hand we’re satisfied
May the pond’rings of my heart,
And the song upon my lips,
With the chorus of creation join in praise:
To the God who made all things,
To the Spirit who sustains,
To the Son who over all creation reigns!

Catechism Reading: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q 7. What are the decrees of God?
A. The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to
the counsel of his will, by which, for his own glory, he has
foreordained everything that ever happens.
Q 8. How does God carry out his decrees?
A. God carries out his decrees in the works of creation and
providence.
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Call to Confession: Psalm 2:10-12
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the
earth. Serve the L ord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss
the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath
is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Prayer of Confession
Father, you are eternal and unchanging, but our desires and
actions turn on the wind. You see the end from the beginning,
but we struggle to see anything beyond our immediate
circumstances. You are sovereign over history and you hold
the fate of nations in your hand, but we struggle to arrange
the details of our lives. And yet we are still slow to trust you.
We resist giving control to you in the moment by moment
details of life. We continue to hold onto things that we think
we need. Forgive us. Humble us. Bring us to true repentance.
Convince us of your steadfast love and lead us into paths of
righteousness. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 40:10-11
Behold, the Lord G od comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in
his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those
that are with young.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We do not take a formal offering in our evening service. If you feel led to contribute as
an act of worship, an offering box is available in the back corner of the sanctuary.

Saved My Soul
(Words & Music: Dustin R. Smith, James Ferguson, & Rich Thompson 2016)

You my God have saved my soul
I am Yours forevermore
I won't be moved of this I'm sure
You are my God and You saved my soul
I was lost when You came for me
Held in chains by the enemy
But You broke them in victory
Now I'm free I am free
You’re my joy and You are my hope
I am saved by Your grace alone
I will sing of Your love for me
I am free I am free
Now I stand with the King of Kings
He has paid for my every sin
And from now through eternity
I am free I am free
What once was dead is now alive
You gave to me the breath of life
You brought me up out from the grave
I'm bursting out with songs of praise

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon: Acts 4:23-31
"Prodigal Providence: Predestination as a Doctrine of Grace”
- Reverend Nameun Cho

W

hen they were released, they went to their friends and
reported what the chief priests and the elders had said
to them. 24And when they heard it, they lifted their voices
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them,
25
who through the mouth of our father David, your servant,
said by the Holy Spirit,
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?
26
The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed’—
for truly in this city there were gathered together against
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples
of Israel, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan had
predestined to take place. 29And now, Lord, look upon their
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your
word with all boldness, 30while you stretch out your hand to
heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name
of your holy servant Jesus.” 31And when they had prayed, the
place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to
speak the word of God with boldness.
27

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Communion
City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake
their sins and trust Christ alone for salvation, and who are members of congregations which proclaim the gospel, to receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with
non-communing children are encouraged to bring their children forward during
communion. The elders will lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as
they serve you.
Communion will be served by elders to several people at a time at the front of the
church. When you are ready, please proceed up using the left aisle. At the ushers’
guidance, you may move forward to receive the elements as a group. Please return to
your seat using the right aisle.
Communion is served with wine and with grape juice. The wine is placed in the outer
circle of the communion tray, and the grape juice is placed in the inner circle. The
bread is gluten-free.

Songs of Communion
Wood and Nails
(Words & Music: Isaac Wardell, Keith Watts, & Madison Cunningham 2017)

O humble carpenter down on your hands and knees
Look on your handiwork and build a house
So you may dwell in Me
So you may dwell in Me
The work was done with nothing but wood and nails
In Your scar-borne hands
O show me how to work and praise
Trusting that I am Your instrument
O loving laborer with the sweat upon your face
O build a table that I too may join you
In the Father’s place
Oh in the Father’s place
The kingdom’s come and built upon
Wood and nails gripped with joyfulness
So send me out within Your ways
Knowing that the task is finished
(continued on next page)
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The dead will rise and give You praise
Wood and nails will not hold them down
These wooden tombs we’ll break them soon
And fashion them into flower beds
The curse is done the battle won
Swords bent down into plowshares
Your scar-borne hands we’ll join with them
Serving at the table You’ve prepared

Oh Lord You're Beautiful
(Words & Music: Keith Green)

Oh Lord You're beautiful
Your face is all I seek
And when Your eyes are on this child
Your grace abounds to me
Oh Lord, You’re merciful
Your love is all we need
And when Your love is with your church
Forgiveness we receive.

Doxology
(Words: Thomas Ken 1674; Music Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Him, all creatures here below;
Him above, ye heavenly host;
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
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