Sunday Morning Worship
May 23, 2021

Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you would like more
information, please contact us at office@cityreformed.org or visit our
website: cityreformed.org.

Reflections
“It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and it shall be lifted up above the hills;
and peoples shall flow to it,
and many nations shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
- Micah 4:1-2
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Worship Service
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Worship – May 23, 2021
Presider: Elder Jim Partridge

Call to Worship:

Revelation 4:1-2, 5:8-10

Please stand for the Call to Worship if you are able.
Leader

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in
heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking
to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show
you what must take place after this.”

People

At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood
in heaven, with one seated on the throne…

Leader

The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

People

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to
take the scroll and to open its seals,

Leader

For you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and people
and nation,

People

And you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.”

Prayer of Invocation

1

All Creatures of Our God and King
(Words: St. Francis of Assisi 1225; Music: Lasst Uns Erfreun 16-1900s)

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise Him, O praise Him,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav'n along,
O praise Him, Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,
O praise Him, O praise Him,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest us both warmth and light,
O praise Him, O praise Him,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
And all ye souls of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O sing ye, Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God, and on Him cast your care,
O praise Him, O praise Him,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise Him, O praise Him,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!.
2

King of Kings
(Words & Music: Brooke Ligertwood, Jason Ingram, Scott Ligertwood 2018)

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
'Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes
To fulfill the Law and Prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt
Praise the Father praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of glory majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings
To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
Now we see that in your suff'ring
You saw glory to behold
Knowing you were our salvation
Jesus for our sake you died
For the morning that you rose
All of heaven held its breath
'Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
Then the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are re-stored
Then the Church of Christ was born
And the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By his blood and in his name
In his freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me
3

Call to Confession: Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Prayer of Confession
Father, you sent Jesus to give freedom to the captives. We
confess that our natural state is to live in captivity. We are
naturally enslaved to our own desires and the approval of
others. Christ has given us a new calling, a new identity and
new righteousness. But, still we find ourselves returning
to serve sin. We pray that the freedom of Christ would
increasingly rule in our lives. May we be free to live for your
glory in all things. Help us to see that all that we do and say
is before your face. Help us to live in ways that are fitting
for people who have been ransomed by the precious blood of
Jesus. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon: 1 Peter 1:18-19
[Know] that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver
or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a
lamb without blemish or spot.

Corporate Prayer
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Song of Renewal
We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship within the corporate family of
Christ. Please direct giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929 Coleman St.,
15207).

Isaiah 2 | Come Let Us Walk In The Light
(Words & Music: Daniel Snoke 2019)

Come to the mountain of the L ord
A home for the nations
Come to the hill above all hills
Greater than kingdoms
People from all the earth will flow
Into his presence
Come let us walk in the light of the L ord .
Come let us walk in the light of the L ord .
Let us go up to meet with God
And follow his pathway
Let the L ord teach us in the word
That goes out from Zion
The Law of the L ord will be the light
That leads us to worship
Bring your dispute before the L ord
And look for his justice
Bring to our God your love for war
Replace it with mercy
Nations will lay their weapons down
And take up forgiveness

Pastoral Prayer
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Sermon:

Psalm 22

“All the Families of the Nations”

- Rev. Matt Koerber

M

y God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of
my groaning?
2
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,
and by night, but I find no rest.
3
Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4
In you our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
5
To you they cried and were rescued;
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
6
But I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
7
All who see me mock me;
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
8
“He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him;
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
9
Yet you are he who took me from the womb;
you made me trust you at my mother's breasts.
10
On you was I cast from my birth,
and from my mother' womb you have been my God.
11
Be not far from me,
for trouble is near,
and there is none to help.
12
Many bulls encompass me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me;
13
they open wide their mouths at me,
like a ravening and roaring lion.
14
I am poured out like water,
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and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;
15
my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.
16
For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my hands and feet—
17
I can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;
they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.
19
But you, O Lord, do not be far off!
O you my help, come quickly to my aid!
20
Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of the dog!
21
Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!
22
I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23
You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24
For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his face from him,
but has heard, when he cried to him.
25
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will perform before those who fear him.
26
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the Lord!
May your hearts live forever!
(continued on next page)
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7

All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations
shall worship before you.
28
For kingship belongs to the Lord,
and he rules over the nations.
29
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep himself alive.
30
Posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
31
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people
yet unborn,
that he has done it.
27

Leader

This is the Word of the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Additional Scripture
Mark 15:34 / And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi,
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?"

Creedal Response: Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q. 25. How does Christ carry out the office of a priest?
A. Christ carries out the office of a priest in offering up
himself as a sacrifice one time, to satisfy divine justice
and to reconcile us to God, and in making continual
intercession for us.

8

Notes
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Song of Thanksgiving
Please stand for the final song if you are able.

For All the Saints
(Words: William W. How 1864; Music: Christopher Miner 1997)

For all the saints,
Who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith
Before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus,
Be forever blessed.
Alleluia, Allelu...
Thou wast their rock,
Their fortress and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain
In the well fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness
Drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia, Allelu...
O blest communion,
Fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle,
They in glory shine;
Yet all are one in
Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia, Allelu...
The golden evening
brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful
warriors comes their rest;
Sweet is the calm
of paradise the blessed.
Alleluia, Allelu...
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But lo! There breaks
a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant
rise in bright array;
The King of glory
passes on his way,
Alleluia, Allelu...
From earth's wide bounds,
from ocean's farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl
streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Prayer
Announcements
Benediction
If you would like to contact a pastor, please email joseph@cityreformed.org.

Life Together
Attend Morning Service
"In-Person"
Sundays @ 10:15AM
WT, 5059 Ellsworth, 15213

Register on your Church Center App (go to Events),
or online: crpc.churchcenter.com/registrations.
Contact Sol@cityreformed.org. ***CHECK IN WITH
A GREETER IN-PERSON when you arrive.*** Morning
Service Livestream continues indefinitely.

WCN Virtual Baby Bottle
Campaign
February

Fill our virtual baby bottle for Women's Choice
Network! Donate online to support life giving work in
our city: fundeasy.com/m/5090584
Contact Debbie (dpasewark@gmail.com).

NEED: Church Maintenance We are looking to hire a part-time maintenance
Position
person for the building (~8 hr/mo) Contact Gary
(building@cityreformed.org).
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(continued on next page)

Young Adult Women’s
Fellowship

This is an opportunity for us do life and get to know
each other, be of mutual encouragement to one
another and to foster a sense of community.
Contact Katelyn@cityreformed.org.

Youth Group
Mondays @ 7-8PM
Weekly on Mondays
Zoom

Youth group will combine high school and middle
school into one meeting, using content from the
church’s 90-day reading plan. Contact Ben@
cityreformed.org or Becki@cityreformed.org.

Ladies Tuesday Bible
Study
Tuesdays @ 10-11:15AM
Zoom

Ladies, join us Tuesday mornings as we discuss and
pray through the Tuesday Daily Bible Reading from
CRPC's 90 Days Through the Story of Scripture.
Contact Tracy (partridge.ta@gmail.com).

Men's Discipleship
Committee

MEN who are interested in discipleship through
a mentoring relationship, contact Adam at mdc@
cityreformed.org.

Bethany Food Bank and
Master's Kitchen Service
Thurs @ 9AM - 1PM or 4 6PM; Fri @ 12 - 1PM

Volunteer to help transport and package food with
Bethany Community Ministries. Contact Donna
at Bethany: 412.251.1227 or any of the Deacons@
cityreformed.org.

Caring for Each Other and
the Deacon's List

Please update the deacons if you have needs or if
you have abilities and resources to share with others.
Contact Nik (nik@alum.wustl.edu) or any of the
deacons.

Make Connections via
Online Media

As the Covid-19 restrictions limit our ability to
connect with other people, we need to work harder
to develop healthy relationships through alternative
means.
• To learn more about community groups (CGs)
contact Joseph (joseph@cityreformed.org)
• To learn about how to connect with other women in
the church (including small groups or CGs) contact
Sandy (sandy@cityreformed.org)
• To learn about men's discipleship programs contact
Adam at mdc@cityreformed.org.
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Community Groups meet for Bible study, fellowship, and service, and

are some of the best opportunities to connect with church life - always open
for visitors throughout the year. Please contact Pastor Joseph Bianco (joseph@
cityreformed.org) with any questions, and for a listing of current groups, refer to:
•
cityreformed.org/community-groups

Specialty Groups meet in particular areas of interest for Bible study,
fellowship, and service. For a listing of current groups, please refer to:
•
cityreformed.org/prayer--specialty-groups

College Students please refer to campus ministry contacts below:
•
•
•
•

CCO at CMU: Nameun Cho (ncho@ccojubilee.org)
CCO at PPU: Katelyn Spallinger (kvanmeerbeke@ccojubilee.org)
RUF at Pitt: Derek Bates (dbates@ruf.org), Callie Miller (callie.miller@ruf.org)
cityreformed.org/collegestudents
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Welcome to
City Reformed Presbyterian Church
We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we
would love to meet you! And, if you would like more information about our
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please fill out the visitor’s card
below or visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Visitor’s Card
We would love to get to know you. Please contact us at
office@cityreformed.org with the following information.
Name:
Email:
Phone:
Date:

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request, we will pray for you. Please send prayer
requests to Pastor Joseph through prayer@cityreformed.org.

CCLI License #2473859
All scripture verses are the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted.

