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Reflections

"Spiritual gifts are what we do; spiritual fruit is who we are... spiritual gifts without spiritual
fruit is like a tire slowly losing air."

—Tim Keller



Call to Worship: psaim 23

Leader The Lorp is my shepherd; | shall
not want. He makes me lie down
in green pastures. He leads me
beside still waters

People He restores my soul. He leads
me in paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.

Leader Even though | walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.

People You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; you anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the
Lorp forever.

Prayer of Invocation

Christ Is Able

(Words: Joseph Hart 1759 Music: Mike Harland &
Tommy Walker 2009)

Come ye sinners poor and needy
Come ye wounded, weak and worn.
Jesus ready stands to save you,

Full of pity joined with pow'r.

Come ye needy, come and welcome
God's free bounty glorify;

True belief and true repentance,
Ev'ry grace that brings you nigh.

He is able. He is able.

Christ is able doubt no more.
Come ye sinners poor and needy,
Christ is able still to save.

Come ye weary, heavy laden,
Bruised and broken by the fall;
If you tarry till you're better
You will never come at all.

Come ye ransomed and forgiven.
Come ye rescued from the grave,
Rise and worship Christ our Savior,
For the glory of His name.

| Need Thee Every Hour
(Annie Hawks & Robert Lowry 1872)
| need Thee every hour,
Most gracious Lord;

No tender voice like Thine
Can peace afford.

| need Thee every hour,

Stay Thou nearby;
Temptations lose their power
When Thou art nigh.

| need Thee, O | need Thee;
Every hour | need Thee;

O bless me now, my Savior,
| come to Thee.

| need Thee every hour,
In joy or pain;

Come quickly and abide,
Or life is in vain.

| need Thee every hour;
Teach me Thy will;

And Thy rich promises
In me fulfill.



Call to Confession:
Psalm 119:105, 109-112

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path... | hold my life in my
hand continually, but | do not forget your
law. The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but | do not stray from your precepts.
Your testimonies are my heritage forever,
for they are the joy of my heart. | incline
my heart to perform your statutes
forever, to the end.

Prayer of Confession

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven
our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever, Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon:
Romans 7:4-6

Likewise, my brothers, you also have died
to the law through the body of Christ,

so that you may belong to another, to
him who has been raised from the dead,
in order that we may bear fruit for God.
For while we were living in the flesh, our
sinful passions, aroused by the law, were
at work in our members to bear fruit for
death. But now we are released from the
law, having died to that which held us
captive, so that we serve in the new way
of the Spirit and not in the old way of the
written code.

Corporate Prayer

Song of Renewal

We consider tithes & offering as an act of worship
within the corporate family of Christ. Please direct
giving online or via mail (cityreformed.org/give; 3929
Coleman St., 15207).

His Mercy Is More

(Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 2016)

What love could remember

No wrongs we have done

Omniscient all knowing

He counts not their sum

Thrown into a sea without

Bottom or shore

Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Praise the Lord

His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness
New every morn

Our sins they are many
His mercy is more

What patience would wait

As we constantly roam

What Father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest

The vilest the poor

Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What riches of kindness

He lavished on us

His blood was the payment

His life was the cost

We stood 'neath a debt

We could never afford

Our sins they are many His mercy is morel



Scripture & Homily:

Judges 8
"Taking Matter into Our Own Hands"
- Reverend Nameun Cho

"Then the men of Ephraim said to him, "What

is this that you have done to us, not to call us
when you went to fight against Midian?" And
they accused him fiercely. 2And he said to them,
"What have | done now in comparison with you?
Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim
better than the grape harvest of Abiezer? 3God
has given into your hands the princes of Midian,
Oreb and Zeeb. What have | been able to do in
comparison with you?" Then their anger against
him subsided when he said this.

“And Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed
over, he and the 300 men who were with him,
exhausted yet pursuing. °So he said to the men
of Succoth, "Please give loaves of bread to the
people who follow me, for they are exhausted,
and | am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna,
the kings of Midian." ¢And the officials of
Succoth said, "Are the hands of Zebah and
Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should
give bread to your army?" ’So Gideon said,

"Well then, when the Lorp has given Zebah and
Zalmunna into my hand, | will flail your flesh with
the thorns of the wilderness and with briers."
8And from there he went up to Penuel, and
spoke to them in the same way, and the men of
Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had
answered. °And he said to the men of Penuel,
"When | come again in peace, | will break down
this tower."

""Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with
their army, about 15,000 men, all who were left
of all the army of the people of the East, for
there had fallen 120,000 men who drew the
sword. "And Gideon went up by the way of the

tent dwellers east of Nobah and Jogbehah and
attacked the army, for the army felt secure.
2And Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued
them and captured the two kings of Midian,
Zebah and Zalmunna, and he threw all the army
into a panic.

BThen Gideon the son of Joash returned

from the battle by the ascent of Heres. “And

he captured a young man of Succoth and
questioned him. And he wrote down for him the
officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven
men. ®And he came to the men of Succoth

and said, "Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, about
whom you taunted me, saying, ‘Are the hands

of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand,
that we should give bread to your men who are
exhausted?" YAnd he took the elders of the city,
and he took thorns of the wilderness and briers
and with them taught the men of Succoth a
lesson. ”And he broke down the tower of Penuel
and killed the men of the city.

8Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, "Where
are the men whom you killed at Tabor?" They
answered, "As you are, so were they. Every one
of them resembled the son of a king." ?And he
said, "They were my brothers, the sons of my
mother. As the Loro lives, if you had saved them
alive, | would not kill you." ?°So he said to Jether
his firstborn, "Rise and kill them!" But the young
man did not draw his sword, for he was afraid,
because he was still a young man. #Then Zebah
and Zalmunna said, "Rise yourself and fall upon
us, for as the man is, so is his strength." And
Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna,
and he took the crescent ornaments that were
on the necks of their camels.

22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule
over us, you and your son and your grandson
also, for you have saved us from the hand of
Midian." 2Gideon said to them, "l will not rule



over you, and my son will not rule over you;
the Lorp will rule over you." 2*And Gideon said
to them, "Let me make a request of you: every
one of you give me the earrings from his spoil."
(For they had golden earrings, because they
were Ishmaelites.) And they answered, "We
will willingly give them." And they spread a
cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings
of his spoil. 2And the weight of the golden
earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of
gold, besides the crescent ornaments and the
pendants and the purple garments worn by the
kings of Midian, and besides the collars that
were around the necks of their camels. And
Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his
city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it
there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to
his family. 22So Midian was subdued before the
people of Israel, and they raised their heads no
more. And the land had rest forty years in the
days of Gideon.

% Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in
his own house. **Now Gideon had seventy sons,
his own offspring, for he had many wives. ¥And
his concubine who was in Shechem also bore
him a son, and he called his name Abimelech.
32And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good
old age and was buried in the tomb of Joash his
father, at Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

3 As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel
turned again and whored after the Baals and
made Baal-berith their god. **And the people of
Israel did not remember the Lorp their God, who
had delivered them from the hand of all their
enemies on every side, *®*and they did not show
steadfast love to the family of Jerubbaal (that
is, Gideon) in return for all the good that he had
done to Israel.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God

Communion

City Reformed Church invites all baptized Christians
who are willing to forsake their sins and trust

Christ alone for salvation, and who are members

of congregations which proclaim the gospel, to
receive Holy Communion with us. Parents with non-
communing children are encouraged to bring their
children forward during communion. The elders will
lay a hand on their head and briefly pray for them as
they serve you.

Communion is served with wine and with grape
juice. The wine is placed in the two outer circles of
the communion tray, and the grape juice is placed in
the inner circle. Because Jesus used wine during the
first communion service, we believe using real wine
is beneficial. However, participants are welcome to
choose. There is also gluten-free bread available on
each plate.

Please join us in song as we celebrate Christ
dwelling with his church in the sacrament of
communion.



Additional Scripture

Exodus 32:1-8/ When the people saw that
Moses delayed to come down from the
mountain, the people gathered themselves
together to Aaron and said to him, "Up, make us
gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses,
the man who brought us up out of the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has become of
him." So Aaron said to them, "Take off the rings
of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your
sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me."
So all the people took off the rings of gold that
were in their ears and brought them to Aaron.
And he received the gold from their hand and
fashioned it with a graving tool and made a
golden calf. And they said, "These are your gods,
O lsrael, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!" When Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and
said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lorp."
And they rose up early the next day and offered
burnt offerings and brought peace offerings.
And the people sat down to eat and drink and
rose up to play. And the Lorp said to Moses, "Go
down, for your people, whom you brought up out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.
They have turned aside quickly out of the way
that | commanded them. They have made for
themselves a golden calf and have worshiped

it and sacrificed to it and said, 'These are your
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!"

1 Samuel 13:8-14/ He waited seven days, the
time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not
come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering
from him. So Saul said, "Bring the burnt offering
here to me, and the peace offerings." And he
offered the burnt offering. As soon as he had
finished offering the burnt offering, behold,
Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him
and greet him. Samuel said, "What have you
done?" And Saul said, "When | saw that the

people were scattering from me, and that you
did not come within the days appointed, and
that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, |
said, 'Now the Philistines will come down against
me at Gilgal, and | have not sought the favor

of the Lorp.' So | forced myself, and offered

the burnt offering." And Samuel said to Saul,
"You have done foolishly. You have not kept the
command of the Lorp your God, with which he
commanded you. For then the Lorp would have
established your kingdom over Israel forever. But
now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lorp
has sought out a man after his own heart, and
the Lorp has commanded him to be prince over
his people, because you have not kept what the
Lorp commanded you."




Songs of Communion

Lead Us Back
(Brooks Ritter & Bobby Gilles 2006)

Falling down upon our knees
Sharing now in common shame

We have sought security

Not the cross that bears your name
Fences guard our hearts and homes
Comfort sings a siren tune

We're a valley of dry bones

Lead us back to life in you

Lord we fall upon our knees

We have shunned the weak and poor

Worshiped beauty courted kings
And the things their gold affords
Prayed for those we'd like to know
Favor sings a siren tune

We've become a talent show

Lead us back to life in you

Lord you've caused the blind to see
We have blinded them again

With our man-made rules and laws
Eager ready to condemn

Now we plead before your throne
Power sings a siren tune

We've been throwing heavy stones
Lead us back to life in you

We're a valley of dry bones

Lead us back to life in you

We've become a talent show

Lead us back to life in you

We've been throwing heavy stones
Lead us back to life in you

Doxology

(Words: Thomas Ken 1674 Music: Louis Bourgeois 1510)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Benediction



Welcome to City Reformed Presbyterian Church

We are glad to have you join us for worship today. If you are new, we would love to meet
you! Please contact us at office@cityreformed.org. If you would like to contact a pastor,
please email nameun@cityreformed.org. And, if you would like more information about our
ministries, resources, and ways to engage, please visit our website: cityreformed.org.

Prayer Requests About Us
If you have a prayer Sunday Morning Worship Service Church Office
request, we will pray for 10:15 AM 3929 Coleman St.
you. Please send prayer Winchester Thurston Auditorium Pittsburgh, PA 15207
requests to Pastor Joseph 5059 Ellsworth Ave t: 412-720-7014
through Pittsburgh PA, 15213 e: office@cityreformed.org
prayer@cityreformed.org. | |VESTREAM: tinyurl.com/CRPClive w: cityreformed.org
Sunday Evening Service Donations
5:30 PM Online: cityreformed.org/give

Greenfield Chapel
3929 Coleman Street
Pittsburgh PA, 15207

Mail: to the Church Office address
above "Attn: Bookkeeper" (checks
payable to City Reformed Presbyterian
Church)
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